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crat from Democrat! This is the stuff that has had Arizonans and Californians
shooting at each other, man and boy, for half a century. Along with a lot of
salt and silt and maybe a few spent bullets this bottle, gentlemen, contains
genuine, rare Colorado River water !

Take a good look at it because this is what I'm going to be talking about for
the next half hour. But don’t get any ideas about this possibly being a peace
offering. It isn’t. I intend to take this bottle with me when I leave. Judging
by the way things have been going up until now this may be the last pint of
Colorado River water I'll ever get my hands on !

As I began to draft this speech I thought of the old story about the funda-
mentalist minister who was delivering his Judgment Day fire-and-brimstone
speech, and he was going on very heatedly some like this: “Ladies and gentle-
men, on that great Judgment Day, there will be lightning and fire. On that
Judgment Day, there will be earthquakes and storms, and the earth will shake.
Brothers and sisters, on that great Judgment Day, there will be weeping and
wailing, and you will all gnash your teeth.” At this point, a lady in the front
row said, “But Reverend, I ain’t got no teeth.” The minister pointed a stern
finger at her and replied, “Madam, on that great Judgment Day, teeth will be
provided.”

I have entitled my address “Countdown on the Colorado” because a Judgment
Day of sorts, a day of reckoning, is fast approaching not only for our two
states, but for all the reclamation states of the West. When I say that this Day
of Judgment will be “sooner than you think,” I mean in just a few short weeks.
And once that Judgment Day has come, nothing in the West will ever be the
same again. Between now and then I believe it is vital that your state and my
state and all the reclamation states consider most carefully the decisions they
must make. The wrong decisions can have lasting and devastating consequences
on the entire West. ;

I hope it will be said of me and my state that we acted with vision and reason
and fair play, and without rancor or prejudice or parochialism. And I hope
the same will be said of your participants in these decisions.

I have lived in the area of the Colorado River Basin all of my life. One of
Arizona’s original senators in 1912, the late Henry Fountain Ashurst, was ac-
customed to tell on himself the story of his maiden speech. After arriving in
Washington, with some local reputation as an orator, he began his maiden
speech saying something like this: “Oh, Mr. President, this great new baby state
that I represent has every potential. Oh, Mr. President, this great baby state
could become a veritable paradise. To become a paradise we need only two
things, Mr. President. We need water, and we need lots of good people.” At this
point, according to Ashurst, a gruff old senator from New England interrupted
to say, “If the distinguished gentleman will pardon me for saying so, that’s
all they need in hell.”

Well, we’'ve had the good people come into this great Pacific Southwest region
by the millions—into your state and mine—but we in Arizona still have the
same basic source of water we had when Senator Ashurst spoke in 1912—but
in lesser and diminishing amounts each year.

My very earliest political recollections are of living in this little town in
northern Arizona and as a boy of 9 or 10 observing, in the fall of an even-
numbered year, various politicians coming through and telling the townspeople
how they proposed to save the Colorado River from the greedy citizens of
California. Well, Arizona followed that course of blind opposition for nearly
two decades, and ended with nothing. I have seen my state pay a heavy price
for its inflexibility, its rigidity and its unwillingness in those early years to
cooperate with our neighboring states.

But, I must tell you in all frankness that 1 have seen something of the same
sort in California—and I must remind you that your leaders, in those days, were
not noted for their cooperation on Colorado River matters. And I believe the
consequences of non-cooperation can be just as serious for California and the
entire reclamation West as they were in that earlier era for Arizona.

T have come here today to speak with candor and to say the same things to
vou that I would say to audiences in Phoenix and Tucson. I want to give you
my honest assessment of where our two states stand in relation to that coming
Day of Judgment. There is no question that there are hard feelings between our
states. Many of our people see each other as Machiavellian schemers and plot-
ters. Some Arizonans view your water leaders as occidental Ho Chi Minhs: If we
will but abandon our plans to take water from the Colorado River, they will
agree to meet us at the conference table.



