812 COLORADO RIVER BASIN PROJECT

Shortly I'm going to review some of the things that have brought about these
hard feelings—but let me say first that I sense a possible easing of tensions
between us withn the last few weeks. I have begun to hope that we may yet
find the way to a new period of cooperation. And surely this is the only course
that holds any promise for any of us. '

I am speaking to you today as an Arizonan who feels his state has been mis-
understood. and I would like you to hear the history of some of these events.
as we view them in Arizona. I'd like you to play 2 mental game with me. Pretend.
that you were born in Arizona, that you had lived there all your life and, perhaps,.
even that you are a farmer in one of our central valleys, and that some of your-
land has gone out of production for lack of water—as thousands of acres al-.
ready have. As you sit in Arizona and look out across your state and over the-
river into California, you think back on some of the things that have happened..

You recall the compact of 1922, when the flow of the Colorado River was.
divided roughly on a 50-50 basis between the three Lower Basin states and the-
four Upper Basin states. You recall the short-sightedness of your own Arizona
leaders in refusing to sign that compact until 1944,

You recall that during those years other Colorado River Basin states moved .
ahead with their water projects and their development. But, going its own.
way, Arizona could do nothing about its greatest need—finding a way to channel
water from the Colorado to the places where it was needed most. And then.
in the 1940s your state came to life. ratified the Santa Fe Compact and entered
into a contract with the United States for its 2.8 million acre feet of Colorado -
River water. In 1947 it introduced into the Congress a bill to authorize the-
Central Arizona Project.

You recall the great efforts of your Arizona senators which led to passage
of that project in the Senate in 1950 and again in 1951. You recall the tense -
fight in the House when by a narrow margin the Interior Committee deferred:
action on the bill, and Arizona was told to settle its legal right to Colorado
River water by a suit in the United States Supreme Court.

You remember the words of a great California governor, Earl Warren, who.
said :

“SYhenever it is finally determined what waters belong to Arizona, it should:
be permitted to use that water in any manner or by any method considered best -
by Arizona.”

And then you think about the 12 long years of litigation, the millions of dol- -
lars spent on it, the trial itself lasting from June 14, 1956, to August 28, 1958, .
the parade of 340 witnesses and 25,000 pages of testimony.

And you think of that great moment in 1963 when the Court handed down its-
decision, substantially upholding Arizona’s claim to 2.8 million acre feet of~
river water, agreeing in the main that Arizona had just as much right to that
share of the river as California had to its 4.4 million acre feet—and vice versa.

And you remember the elation and excitement of that moment as the people -
of Arizona looked to Congress to complete action on the water bill set aside
in 1951. : :

You recall the words of another great California governor, Pat Brown, who .
said as the Court handed down its decision that California, having lost the
Supreme Court case, “would not try to accomplish by obstruction what she had "
failed to accomplish by litigation.” ‘

And you recall with some bitterness your first realization that some of the -
same people who opposed you in 1951—and especially the people of Governor -
Warren’s and Governor Brown’s California—still opposed you and still insisted
that their water rights and their needs were superior to yours, notwithstanding -
the decision of the Court.

You then recall the great efforts of Arizona’s leaders to bring about regional
cooperation, to put an end to this old feud, by drafting legislation that would not
only build the Central Arizona Project but would solve most of the other prob- -
lems of the region as well, legislation that provided for two dams in the vicinity
of the Grand Canyon, for studies to implement water imports from the Northwest,
and for a guarantee to California of priority for its 4.4 million acre feet over
Arizona’s 2.8 million—thus giving away much of Arizona's hard-fought legal "
victory in the Supreme Court.

You think about the enormous sums spent by Arizona interests to pass that
legislation and about the big push of 1965-66 culminating in a favorable vote in ..
the House Interior Committee.




