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Secretary Uparr. This is the problem the Commissioner has already
mentioned, that the likelihood 1s that we will have more of a salinity
problem. \Ve will have to decide how serious a problem this will be,
and that is the reason I deliberately set aside the question of the estab-
lishment of water standards. I don’t think we know enough in the
Department yet so we can sit down and lay this thing out cold say
here is what we face now, here is what we are going to have to T“ace,
here is what we are going to have to do, so that evervbody understands
the consequences of water salinity standards.

Mr. Ton~ey. Can I go to my area, to my district, and say this
680,000 figure was ar rived at con51c1er1ng that water was going to get
more saline in the river and that there is probably going to have to  be
an additional use of water for leaching purposes as a result of the in-
creased salinity and that the 685,000 feet contemplated all these factors
I have just mentioned ?

Can I go down to my area and tell them this is a possible fact, that
you said that today ?

Mr. Dominy. The salvage that we are referring to in that figure is
actually comprised of phreatophvte control, ground water recovery,
channelization, and includes the 170,000 acre-feet that we are saving
at Senator Wash which is already belng accomplished. None of those
actually affect the quality of water for use in your district, Congress-
man Tunnev

Mr. Tuxney. Does it assume a reduction in the use of water by
irrigators?

Mr. DoIxy. No; as a matter of fact, there have been some rather
emotional statements made about the “astmg of water. I think the
Imperial Irrigation District, for example, has a very commendable
record, because all of the research work at Riverside and other i irriga-
tion and agricultural experimental stations indicate that on soils of
the type that you have in Imperial Valley and the ground water con-
ditions that prevail there, you need an override in yvour 1rr19,at10n de-
livery to the farm of somethmg in the order of 23 to 25 perceni in order
to take care of the leaching requirements and keep the land in cultiva-
tion. And this is about what you are doing.

This last year, the Imperial Irrlgatlon Districet figures it used about
48,000 acre-feet in total above the 23-percent factor. Our measurements
wou]d put it at about 100,000, but that is within the plus or minus
margin of error of calculations.

So I think theyv are doing a very commendable job, actually, in ir-
Tigating soils of the character involved.

Mr. Tox~ey. Mr. Dominy, then I can assume that even if we have
this saving of 680,000 acre-feet, we would not see Salton Sea dry up.

Mr. DoxrrxNy. No sir: T think you are going to be putting return
flows, from the Coachella and Imperial A\ qllev into the Salton Sea
because of the nature and character of the soils you are irrigating.

Mr. Hosmer. Will the gentleman yield ?

Mr. TunNEY. Yes.

Mr. Hosyer. I understand the Imperial Vw]lev Irrigation District
has gone into the Salton Sea problem in considerable detail. VVe do
have a paper before the members of the committee.

Mr. Toxxey. They have a statement which I am going to have in-
troduced ; yes, when I have completed my questioning.



