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We have the development base and we have the major compo-
nents reasonably well defined.

Mr. Dapparto. Your remarks indicate that you don’t give one
target superiority over another. You seem to indicate that both the
Mars and Venus programs offer you a choice without discriminating
one as against the other. Your charts sometime refer just to Mars
and you never have a Venus chart. You have Mars charts and Mars-
Venus charts which seems to indicate that you do, in fact, tend to in-
dicate at this time that your objectives will be more toward Mars than
Venus, is that so? : : ‘

Dr. MurLLer. I think they are both equally interesting objectives.
We have a limited amount of resources so that we have had to con-
centrate on one. ; ' v

Mr. Dapparro. At this point in time it is Mars. :

Dr. MuELLER. It is also true that we have a much greater knowledge
about the Martian environmental characteristics-féa,n we do about
Venus so therefore we can do better planning.

Mr. Dabpario. Did we make the choice of Mars over Venus becatuse
of certain observations that come back to us from our satellite activity
and then find as we examine that information, we have some ques-
tion about its accuracy ¢ Have we then come to some other judgment
that perhaps we have made the choice too soon to operate for Mars
rather than Venus?

Dr. MurLLEr. I believe the scientific community has fluctuated be-
tween Mars and Venus being the most desirable planet for study for
the past 25 years. There seems to be some vacillation between the
two. .I think they are equally interesting. I think that the scientific
community does tend to be divided. '



