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portion of this traffic could be shifted to other modes, Estimates of
9Xcess capacity available from other modes place the maximum divert-
1ble amount of traffie at 10 percent of the normal rail volume and that
only after extensive adjustment in traffic Patterns have been achieved
over a number of weeks, Even this low figure does not account for the
specialized handling requirements of much of the traflic normally car- -
ried by rail. L S B ot R

‘modities such as iron and steel and stone and clayiprod'ucts,fWIgiich are
~in turn utilized in the Production of other goods like automobiles and
other manufactured products,. o0+ e

recession in 1957-58. , L ' s S
is cumulative effect can also be expressed by looking at the indus-
tries affected, Immediately affected would be coal mining (and ex-

- bort), several chemica] industries, movement of animals for slaughter,
- and refrigerator car traffic, plus intercity passenger and commutation
service, ,
Within g week, the automobile industry and construction would
egin to be seriously affected. As the stoppage continued, the effoct
would be spread into periodicals, boiler products, motors, generators,
and nearly all areas of economic activity, either directly or indirectly.
At the end of one month, over 614 million persons would be unem-

ployed due to the st Ppage of rail service, : e

Aside from the Impact on the private economy, the Government .

relies heavily on rai service. Past experience indicates that the Post
Office Department would be forced to refuse all second, ‘third, and

fourth class mail, including parcel post, moving more than 150 miles
from origin. ' : ‘ ‘ R

Nearly 40 percent of the ton-miles of Defense_Departmenﬁffrei‘ght

moves by rail, Thirty percent of this traffic is of g Jature which Epei;
hie

military capacity. : F L
FOrtunately, there is litt]e bast experience which can guide us as to

the actual effect a nationwide stoppage would have The only case in

which stoppage of the magnitucf; concerning us now actually oc--

curred during the postwar. period was the 48-houy nationwide strike
May23-25,1946. ~ S s |




