o - procedure again? Is it possible?
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. -Does that answer your question? ;
Mr. Brow~. Yes. = o o S T AT G e e
- Secretary Wirrz. I would like to add to that that I think there is a
certain amount of discouragement that comes to the parties in going

through what they have properly gone through in something of this | ‘

~ kind that mitigates that a little bit. TR T Rt

Mr, Brown. If this situation is carried to its extremity, if 559 is

passed, and the procedures outlined in 559 are carried to their ex-

- tremity, what will be the situation after January 1,1969¢ AL
~ Secretary Wirrz. It would be that the matter would be open as it

Xould be at the end of any contract period under the Railway Labor

- Mr. Brown. And is it possible that we would go through the same

- Secretary Wirrz. It is possible, but}youf'w,ﬂl un:défrstand"my’ addmg i
that it is no more possible than 1t is with respect to all of the other

contracts that are opened at any time under the Railway Labor Act. '

~ Mr. Browx. But this does become a precedent for that possibility ?

justify. I recognize that practically the fact is that whenever we take

spectal action 1t has an effect upon the future. -

. Secretary Wirrz. You have gone further than my reactions would =

To suggest that this now becomes a precedent for 'tyihe next disagree-
‘ment that arises between any parties in the railroad industry, with the

- suggestion that there is a likely reliance on that precedent, does not:
accord with my expectation. = = = oo T o

I point out that in this last year, despiti

I think was the strongest, most vigerous

1963 action, wehad what
vate collective bargaining

- throughout most of the railroad industry that we have had 1nalong .

time, and it included the parties tothe 1963 case.
They bargained out their differences themselves. ~
news came that the unions and management settled t e railway strike

Mr. Broww. May I ask an assumption now? Let us presumeé that the

- Would you favor the presentation by the administration or the con- =

sideration by the Congress of permanent legislation to avoid going into

~ this extremity in the future? = ' i B e n
~ Secretary Wirrz. I think in a sense it would renew the ‘very active
~concern about and interest in developing whatever is the proper pat-

tern. for the future, as far as this emergency dispute matter is con-

cerned. , et L B S S M N e e
- T think it is true that in a very real sense the arising of this crisis

has made it difficult to consider that other matter, '
- Mr. Brown. At thistime? =~
 Secretary Wirrz. That is correct. SR S ',
- Mr. Brown. May I ask one other area of questions? L
- If this involvement were not nationwide, would the competitive
pressures on both the union and the various segm
~ be such that a less than nationwide strike might |

~ease than a nationwide strike? Sre OL IR R
. Secretary Wirrz, Yes, T suppose so. I will ‘answer very br

because the question of the desirability of nationwide handlin, .

these cases as distinguished from property by property handling is a

ents of the industry
e seftled with more



