“railroad Servxce

{0 sile )lupments in this matter; and hould they indicat the desma- ;
‘,ibility ofameetingm the future;: we will be in contact? ith'y
Tt is our hope that ‘there may be an early resol tion of th
- ithe shevpcraft unions and the rallroads, and that there wi

RATLROAD LABOR DISPUTE

That was the reply from Mr, 'Caputo. Qn the mi
Mr, Fox and I sent a second telegram to Secr al
follows: i1

. We received a reply from . «our aesoelate, Mr.
to you of April 28 offering to meet with you t work out plans 1oving o
rail shipments essential to ‘the Nation’s m111tary ﬁort and the pubhc he Ith in* -
. evemt of a fiational railroad strike by the shoperaft u j ; :
- Your associate said we would be qnotified if and When such &, eonsulta
;came desirable. ‘We respectfully suggeet that the proper. time is no°
“gest that you ‘designate a responsibleé and lmowledgeaible ‘official
'~Department to meet with a ‘committee from the railway labor ‘unio
spactical railroad men from. the management s1cde t

‘committee oL P
program for 1mplement1ng our offer of April28. = .
.~ We further suggest that a senior member of the Senate I bor
the House Interstate Commerce Committee be invited to it wit planning -
‘group.-The planning group could begin meeting ‘on Monday, May 15, and:eon-

tinue meeting daily until the question is resolved, whereupon a .report: can be
‘made ‘to the appropriate committees of Congress. Gongl:e Wl :;then be- better o

.able to judge whether it is. truly necessary to deprlve th i i
“their democra» right to strike. o

i ‘T want to tell ou. about the 1
last Tuesd y which resulted g om this telegran nd
interest in our. partial-operation proposal Bef ,;e 0 'bg
I should like to recall a bit of history. - -
" Back in 1959 we had discussions of a somewhatt smmla e
the Pentagon—and when 1 say “we” T mean in this case'l th rallwa,y el
1abor and managemert. That was ‘when the Air Force was considering
‘the idea of puttmo' Minuteman missiles on special trains tI at’ woulg e
keep moving around the eountry to av01d offermg a statlor :
- for enemy missiles. | %
_The press reported that the plan was for 150 of thes spe ) ;
The military people naturally wondered What mlght happer to these w

mlssﬂe trains in event of 2 railroad strike : s O e

‘T might interpose here to say ‘that at that time the cO T
~tlca11 all of the railway labor organizations’ were o] i
in negotmtmns. Natura,l , the Air FoTce wanted‘ o
could count on. ‘ e ” :

‘So, at their in atlon M Damel Loomls, as pl;‘emdent of the As 80~

- ciation of American Raﬂroade, and T, as chairman of RLE/

went to the Pentagon to talk with fhem, The results are in
letter of October 23, 1959 to Mr. TLoomis and me from
Hedlund, Director of Transportatlon, Office of the De

St‘xff for Matemel Headquarters, U.s. An' Foree, reading a e(follow o

“In furfherance of recent exchanges views betw
orgamzatlons, Military Traffic Management Agency and
spect to the ability 'of the railroad ind DOV
service in support of Air Force: ‘Minuteman  missile. prog‘ra'_ hi §
vated; it is suggested that an understandm along the followm fhne

~appropriate. .

“Both railroad” management and’ rallroad labor un
ance that there will be no delay or 1nterrupt10n in'thé maintenance, scheduling, .
~ dispatching and operation of missile trains in support of the mobile or. fixed mis~ - .
sﬂe weapon systems as programmed and dlrected by the United States “Air Force, e

ite in” positlve assur~
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