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LA M Chairman and members of the committee, my name is Joseph

~ W. Ramsey and I am a vice president of the International Associa-
~ tion of Machinists & Aero; pace Workers, T am also cochairman, with
 Mr. Michael Fox, for the

oad shopmen.

- The Executive Council of the AFL- | , 6=
- bartment, 220 South State Street, Chicago, I11, negotiates for the rail-

- road shoperafts and I appear before you ‘today on their behalf. o

. The six unions (seven crafts) comprising t
~ the International Association of Mag inists & Aerospace Workers;
- International Brotherhood of B ilermakers, Tron g '
~ Bla ksmiths;z:,._I,«?:Qrger‘:ss;&f":Helpgrs i Sheet Meta £
. tio; ‘,-aal%.‘AssoGiaiti,éri‘;;f'I_nternation?k,l Brotherhood of Elec trical Workers;
¥ nilway and Tntern

ion to the fact that we have caused

~mittee a booklet entitled
- also a transcript of the minutes taken at a meet; o two s
. bers of the Emergency Board panel that was held shortly after their

~ report and recommendation was made. o G ot

ob Evaluation,” and

iandling of the current wage and rules

the AFL-0I0 Railway Employess’ De.

ng this executive council are i

Ir hip - Builders, ,,
Metal Workers’ Interna-

national Brother- =

members of your com-

' with the twomem-

~_Woe donot intend that this would be incorporated as a part of this
~~ record, but we made;thlsdis‘tm‘bu‘tign for the '»»in‘formati}qn-bff the mem-

~ On behalf o

L oehalf of the members of all these org anizations, T wish to ex-
~press our most vigorous opposition to the administratior
- Joint Resolution 559. This bill, if enacted, wi
~ craft employees of their right to strike for

1 rob the railroad shop-

. working condifions.
‘ A;tfthe- same tim

at it robs our members of their only ‘economic

e railroad corporations which have refused for nearly
settle our 1966 requests for better pay and conditions.
for the administration have said th
- Sory arbitration bill. As to that assertion, I can
Leighty told you last Thursday. H id it is co

epeat what Mr.

1stration’s bill, House

~~ nployees of 1 bt or a period running asJong as
- December 31, 1968, and covering the most basic terms of their pay and

veapon—the right to strike, this bill imposes no comparable penalty

y the exercise of

o ‘their economic strength. And the effect of this is to increase the profits |

~ of the private railroad corporations. Is that the American way? It
~ sounds to us more like a slave enterprise system than a free enterprise

| e
P

L etmesaythat I asked our attorney how thlsb111,1fenacted,would .
forced. He told me it would undoubtedly be enfc rced by some =
1 judge issuing an injunction. And that injunction would be en-

- forced by contempt of court orders, with the Judge empowered to o

»/,_/",t-hrpwany strikers-into prison or to fine them heavily or both,

~ Of course, we have had more than a taste already of Government

by injunction, in: the railway labor movement. In fact, it. was an




