. L.will proceed, if I may, reading Secretary M Nemara’s
 strike would affect our national security and wheth

- defense-related freight would be practical. -

 therail carriers and certain of their employeés. . -~ =

. wide. - (0

 enditem.

 RAILROAD LABOR DISPU!

-+ The CHAIRMAN. You may proceed.

“Mp, Chairman;, members of the 01

respond: to the committee’s questions as

 here today to

.

such a strike, partial operation of the railroads for t 6 MO “

- “I.am not here as an expert in the comple:
ment relations. Because of the predict

o 1t , © | , and -adverse effects of &
 rail strike on our national security, 1 shall express on: behalf of the

‘Department of Defense our stron " support of House Joint Resolu-

.

tion 559, which provides for the settlement of the labor dispute between e

“House Joint Resolution 559, as you know, reflects the P nt’s
. legislative recommendation to. the Congress in his message on May
. 4,1967. Its purpose is to provide to the Nation the continued avaﬂabiﬁ ;

- ity of rail transport and at the same time ti

tleme ind equitable to all the
 interested parties: labor, management, and the public. .~ L

A : T , : . afford -a means ‘for the
~ gettlement of the dispute in a manner fair an

 WThe President in his recent message to Congress and other admin-

 istration witnesses who have already appeared before this co o |

~ have explained the harm to ‘the Nation’s health and welfar
would be caused by a strike—the econornic paralysis that: would
~in, the consequent unemployment, and the other damaging effects
the economy and the public health. Sl el S o
-~ “General Wheeler and I would like to describe to you the destructive

on

~ jmpact that a rail strike would have on our national defense efforts.
- Our I’ﬁapi?opalfrai%l;tran’sp@rtatmnsyst;eimv is vital to support our current
- efforts in Southeast Asia and to'meet ourmilitary commitment

~ “In'the light of the current world situatio

- gerous unknowns created by the Near Fast cris :

' thinkable that a strike should. be permitted to occur i
which: constitutes one of the basic elements supporting our

posture. o0 G T

7 %A great amount of the equipment and material w ch the De-

~ fense Department ships to its installations and to the ports for car-
~ riage overseas is carried by the railroads. But it is important to.ap-
- preciate that a rail strike would not only disrupt those shipments but.
“also thé,shipments,With’in ‘the general industrial wh

rely to support our needs. Production-of supplie

o

and equipment for L

a0

‘the national defense involves nearly every.
ecOnOMY: i o0

~ “The production of one major ‘weapon system;
upon the contribution of literally hundreds of fi

out, the Nation, These firms range from the prime contractor tl

~his major subcontractors down several tiers to the vendors a
~ pliers of the many small parts necessary for the producti

: oncem 1nthe rece,nt past over strlkesl '
~industry has been with disputes involving relatively -

- which are key suppliers to larger subcontractors and to our p ime
- contractors. o Ry el LS e ;

base on which we .



