' our national security is dependent. . '

. task.

- _needs.

" not for commercial civilian needs?
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ségurity demands not only‘thé‘ trahsportat1ioﬂ of ﬁnlshed defense prod— o
ucts but also the movement of the many raw materials and supplies
essential to the continued operation of plants engaged in the produc-

tion of vital arms and equipment. Many of these materials areinno
~ way identifiable as defense items nor does it appear remotely prac-

*ticable to separate, for special transport, such part of these supplies

s will insure the uninterrupted manufacture of the items on which

. “The situation is totally dissimilar £ omthat wh1ch perﬁiits aria.ngé% g

.

" ments with striking longshoremen to load defense cargo for direct ol

transportation to the point of use. N
- “Tn our complex economy, the interdependency of one supplier on

.

another is such that it is impossible to predict in advance where and

‘how a rail strike will interfere with needed defense production. All -
" that we can predict is that a rail strike would cause critical and Ar-

remediable shortages for essential defense production and that to. i

: for the myriad of raw materials -

~identify and provide special treatment for ‘
- and supplies necessary to avoid such shortages would be a hopeless

. «Ag T have already indicated, most of our suppliers have a mix-
ture of defense and commercial business. If a rail strike cuts off the

flow inte their plants of those materials and componen*t‘s*whicjhf are

necessary- for commercial production, these suppliers would find it

economically infeasible to continue production essential to defense.

- “We could not reasonably expect a steel plant to continue to operate

on only that small part of its output. destined: for defense needs. We

could not realistically expect a firm making parts for both military '

and civilian vehicles to produce only those p’a,rtsrdestinedff({irxdefensé

* “Moreover, if the unions were to agree to move all material

-

and

supplies into any plant engaged even in a limited way 1n defense work, ol

commercial competitors of such a firm. could suffer a permanent loss -

of market position as their customers turn to. those plants still
ing as a result of their defense activity. - L

. “Enormous problems would be inherent ‘inﬂgestablishihg df,is'jistem_ i

of administration to identify and to-separate from the nenessential

all material and products necessary in any ‘manner to uninterrupted

defense production, oo
“Who can determine how much of what tljainfu]‘of:coal:g is:nee
- by an industrial plant to operate its ;productlon line for militar

ed»‘,

e

. “Fyen if all fuel supplies were to be'moved to ’all.plahts,: Whathap- s
pens to a trainful of “bauxite for aluminum production, or-iron ore,

or unrefined copper, or the hundreds of other raw materials necessary

to the production of processed materials used for all kinds of,defeﬁseé G :

~and :e.ommer-,c;ialproduction?/ e

“What do we do about the many jmanufdofﬁréd;ma,terials Wthh are i

not clearly identifiable as defense-related, but which are nonetheless

necessary for defense production; in other words, items common to -

~ both defense and commercial production? - e ;

- “Any attempt to solve this problem of i o
‘the establishment of ‘a large administrative ‘organization—with no

reasonable agsurance that it EWOilldbefsuCCessful inits task.

dentification would require



