_ he been here. General Meyer is repre

f It takes about 150 railcar loads of ammun

- supplies for Vietnam.
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- “We therefore strongly urge the enactment of House Joint Resolu- .
' Mpr. Chairman, this ‘completes Secretary MeNamara’s stateme
 There is a statement that Gen. Earl heeler would have m
—h ting’ General Wheeler a
 prepared to read that statement for the record, should you desire
iE The CramrMAN. Would you please proceed, General % -

- General MeyER. Mr. Chairman and mexnbers of the o
statement is General Wheeler’s personal statement. - .
. “T'am pleased to have the opportunity to be heard b

mittee today. My remarks to you willbebrief. . oo
~ “The Secretary has told you the basic reasons why :
- of Defense urges enactment of the proposed. legisl

fullybothes‘ere’aSons. ‘ U e v e e TG

. “When. General Westmoreland:appeares before Congres
28 he said ‘Our President and the representa ives of the peo

- United ‘States, the. Congress, have seen to! 1t that our.troop

~ field have been well supplied and equipped. When a field
does not have to look over his shoulder:to see whether. _
ported, he can concentrate on the battlefield with: muc
- ance of success. I speak for my troops, when: 1 sa
this unprecedented material support’

“Tt is my belief that we should not, if it 1s human
it, do anything which could jeopardize this superl
- port for our forcesin Southeast Asia. o0
" “Let me be more specific with reference to the railwa;
~ “QOver 40 percent of the total freight shippe
Defense, exclusive of those petroleam produ
line, is moved by the Nation’s railroads. -~ .

“During the first 9 monthspof“ ﬁSCalyear

S v 1967, our rail shipments
totaled 5.4 million tons. This amounts to 20,000 tons, or approximately
. “For example, during this month of June, 140,000 tens of ammuni-

tion are scheduled to move by rail to our ports for shipment overseas.

o load ¢ nie e

- ship. We estimate that 975 carloads ot a
“be moving this week ; next week 900 will move,
.+ “Without this rail transport, our ability to mai 3
 6f ammunition for our troops in Southedst Asia would be s
impaired. = Sl it e e TR S e L T
-~ “The movement of heavy military equipment is especially dependent .
. onrail Carni‘a;ge.tUombatfvehielés,A‘suchv as tanks andiarmm'ed‘personne;i i
" carriers, are being moved daily to and from Vietnam in a programof
~ repair and redistribution. oo e T b e
- “During the next 2 weeks, over 3,000 railears will be needed to tran
port ammunition, weapons, tactical vehicles, rations; and other combat

i

~ “In summary, the splendid performance of the railways is an essen- .

© tial factor in the Nation’s logistic effort in support of the war. =
- T pelieve that a complete stoppage of rail service in this country

. would have a direct impact on our overall :}defénse%activitiesféandsgp'a'r«zi ‘
ti&ul?ir].y our combat operations in Southevast-As;ia—’——Which we cannot
~afford. ‘ , , : S i e




