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_ Mr. Browx. In other words, you would feel there is no purpose to
- be served by railroad management and labor sitting down at this
_point? Gl G TR N R e T S T
p‘Mi‘. Ricn. At the present posture, as I understand it, there would
be no useful purpose in such a meeting, e i
~ Mr. Brown. Do you have any preference of order between com-
pulsory arbitration, seizure, or a strike, Mr. Rice P s Dl
- Mr. Rice. My personal feeling, and again I'want to emphasize, Mr.
Brown, that T am not speaking for the industry but I am speakingas
‘an individual, where collective bargaining has run its course and there -~
~ has been a failure to reach an agreement—— SRR T
: ~ Mr. Brown. Do you fee _collective bargaining——
- Mr. Rror. I'say where it has, in answering yourquestion, =~

- Mr. Brown. Inthiscaseithas? ‘ o Gl
- Mr. Ricr. I think it has; yes, sir. Then I believe an impartial panel

~ appointed by the President of the United States to hear the dispute
and to move on it is the only way to settle Interests that are as great

. as these to the public. L e T L
- L, for one, speaking for one railroad would be perfectly willing
to take my day in court before that panel and abide by their decision.

i Mr. Brown. What would be your second choice, Mr. Rice?

b .~ My question is: Do you think there is any way we can avoid the o

- Mr. Rror. T am speaking of the finality bill as my No. 1. I;have no o
osecond, o e e N T e
. Mr. Brown. May I ask you if one of the eritical phases of this prob-

“ lem is the nationwide nature of this kind of strike? Do you have any
- suggestions for permanent legislation which might avoid the nation-
- wide character of strikes in the rail industry? Do you think this would =

help resolve the problem which we face? g e
 Mr. Rrce. Mr. Brown, I certainly do not, I have no thoughtson that, =~
- Mr, Wolfe is sitting on my left and if you want to be brought up to
- date on these negotiations I am sure he will be glad to doit. =

~ Mr. Brown. I have had my opportunity to question Mr. Wolfe. This

- is the first opportunity I have had to question the president of an indi-
It seems to me that part of the problem that we face is because
“there has been a conclusion that we must all hang together lest we

- hang separately in some way. If this were a strike on the Atlantic Coast L

Line Railroad only, I am not sure that I would be called upon asa -

‘Member of Congress to serve as a labor negotiator in this instance,
But it is not. It is a strike of all the railroa;cg’lsiiﬁth'eifcountry. e
- We have had testimony from the Defense Department and others
~to indicate that for that reason it is a matter of national consequence.

- nationwide character of rail strikes in'the future? = -
Mr. Rice. Tknowofnone. . s R B
~ Mr. Brown. Which leaves us, then, as I gather from your testimony,
with the choice between compulsory arbitration, seizure, or the strike?
. Mr. Rice. I would much prefer t{e‘ finality bill. Seizure, in my opin-

ion, would accomplish little to dispose of the issue. ‘A strike would be =

anational catastrophe.

~ Mr. Rice. That was never saidby me.

Mr. Brown. But avoiding any of these is not, worth negotiating? =~

- Mr. Browx. You said that there is no point in now negotiating.




