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The administration is engagiéug’*iﬁfa‘dangerous game of words when it tries to
convince the American beople that its so-called plan for “mediation to finality”
does not intrude on the freedom of c‘dllec;ti’ve;bargaining. By any name, this is
* compulsory arbltrationwrammed down.the throats of Unions which have been

patient beyond belief in their dealings with a ‘recalcitrant management, .

For months, the: railroadyindustry has frustrated free collective bargaining,
It has stubbornly refused to enter into any meaningfil negotiations with the

legal union representatives of its employees, Rail management hag made no

bones about wanting nothing less than the ultimate ‘weapon—compulsion, The
blockades that the industry has:erectedtoffree :co;llecti‘ve‘bargainingyhave;;beén
designed to force Congress to enact such an undemocratic law. The ‘White Houge

At any point along the way, had Congress or the White House made it quite -
plain that railroad worke"rs——likeﬁo‘ther,America_n workers—were entitled to the
right to withhold their services, the rail dispute would never have reached the

- Dresent crisis stage.. Faced with the reality that the rail unions ‘could strike,
after exhausting all of the procedures of the Railway Labor Act, the industry
long ago would have come “to the bargaining -table and the two sides could
have hammered out their differences, . RN i o LG

Up to now, management has had no incentive to sit. down ang bargain—
indeed, its incentive has‘been to stay away from the table in order to i )
its pressure on the Congress and the ‘administration fof‘com*e*»upf with
sionary legislation that works to the disadvantage of free trade unionigts."
~ Bven at this late hour, Congress can make- the only sensible contribution to
ending  thig ‘impossible situation, by. rejecting compulsory arbitration, by: what-
ever name, and by affirming the right of free'railroad workers to strike, Faced

~with the inevitable, management would quickly come to ternis with its workers—

and the cause of free collective bargaining would best be served,

-We urge you, then, to repudiate this move by rail management to make the
Government of the United States Ats not-so-silent partner at the ‘bargaining
table. The power and prestige Oof the Government should not be made a servant
of the rail industry. The proposal by the President should not be accepted—
for it would destroy the freedom of .one group of ‘workers; make the freedom of
all workers less secure, and, in the end, it would endanger the freedoms of all
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__The international officers of the Transport Workers Union-of American; AR
CIO, representing 1'50,000,{mem:bers :throughout the Nation, strongly urge ‘that
you reject President J ohnson’s strike ban proposal to force:compulsory: arbitra-
tion on the Nation’s railroad shopcraft workers. Such,repres‘sive<legi=slatii)n de-
prives them of their rights and. compels them to remain working under substand-




