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sor of projects appropriate for inclusion in a community action program. A
community action agency must also be empowered to transfer funds so received.
and to delegate powers to other agencies, subject to the powers of its governing
board and its overall program responsibilities. This power to transfer funds and
delegate powers must include the power to make transfers and delegations cov-
ering component projects in all cases where this will contribute to efficiency and
effectiveness or otherwise further program objectives.

“(b) In exercising its powers and carrying out its overall responsibility for
a community action program, a community action agency shall have, subject to
the purposes of this title, at least the following functions:

“(1) Planning systematically for and evaluating the program, including
actions to develop information as to the problems and causes of poverty in
the community, determine how much and how effectively assistance is being
provided to deal with those problems and causes, and establish priorities
among projects, activities and areas as needed for the best and most efficient
use of resources.

“(2) Encouraging agencies engaged in activities related to the community
action program to plan for, secure and administer assistance available
under this title or from other sources on a common Or cooperative basis;
providing planning or technical assistance to those agencies; and generally,
in cooperation with community agencies and officials. undertaking actions
to improve existing efforts to attack poverty, such as improving day-to-day
communication, closing service gaps, focusing resources on the most needy.
and providing additional opportunities to low-income individuals for regular
employment or participation in the programs or activities for which those
community agencies and officials are responsible.

“(8) Initiating and sponsoring projects responsive to needs of the poor
which are not otherwise being met, with particular emphasis on providing
central or common services that can be drawn upon by a variety of related
programs, developing new approaches or new types of services that can be
incorporated into other programs, and filling gaps pending the expansion
or modification of those programs.

“(4) HEstablishing effective procedures by which the poor and area resi-
dents concerned will be enabled to influence the character of programs
affecting their interests, providing for their regular participation in the
implementation of those programs, and providing technical and other support
needed to enable the poor and neighborhood groups to secure on their own
behalf available assistance from public and private sources.

“(5) Joining with and encouraging business, labor, and other private
groups and organizations to undertake, together with public officials and
agencies, activities in support of the community action program which will
result in the additional use of private resources and capabilities, with a
view to such things as developing new employment opportunities, stimu-
lating investment that will have a measurable impact in reducing poverty
among residents of areas of concentrated poverty, and providing methods by
which residents of those areas can work with private groups, firms, and
institutions in seeking solutions to problems of common concern.

“STATE AND REGIONAL AGENCIES

«gpo. 213. A State or regional agency may be a community action agency for
the purpose of programs in a number of rural areas or smaller communities if
the Director determines that the agency is structured and capable of operating
in a2 manner consistent with the purposes of this part, including the participa-
tion and representation requirements of section 211(a), and that the operation
of a State or regional program in the areas or communities concerned is justified
on the basis of efficiency and effectiveness.

“ADMINISTRATIVE STANDARDS

“Qgc. 214. (a) Bach community action agency shall observe, and shall (as
appropriate) require or encourage other agencies participating in a community
action program to observe, standards of organization, management and adminis-
tration which will assure, so far as reasonably possible, that all program activi-
ties are conducted in a manner consistent with the purposes of this title and



