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Dr. Parkinson. I would hesitate to do that, because in the smaller
schools your unit costs go up. Even in the 01ty of Milwaukee, I think
our school is the third from the bottom in unit costs in Wisconsin.
 Ithinkitis the question of the efficiency with which you run a plant,
are your teachers teaching full time, do you plan your program so that
you can keep decent-sized classes, or are you doing tight organiza-
tion—there are many factors. I wouldn’t want to make a guess on that.

Mrs. Greex. I heard you say one of your requirements for entrance
is application by the parent

Dr. Parkinson, That is correct.

Mrs. Green. What other entrance requirements would you have?

Dr. Parxinson. That isall.

Mus. GreeEx., Thereisno test?

Dr. Parxinson. We are an open admission school. This is part of
the magic of it. We don’t select students. As soon as you start select-
ing studem‘s, you are automatically excluding the people who need the
help worst.

Mus. Greex, Have you made a study of the average grade level in
your school ?

Dr. Parkinson. No, I haven’t personnally. I know our guidance
people have, but I am not able to give that. If you will formulate your
question and mail it to me, I can get the answer,

Mis. Greex. I was trying to find out if it compared about with
the Job Corps.

Dr. Parxinson. Every student who comes into the continuation
school, he has to be 16 years old, and they may be a sophomore or
junior in high school technically, and they still can’t read above the
fourth-grade level. The grade level is not significant. It is the literacy
level that is important, and this is determined individually.

Mrs. Greexn. I heard you say you would not recommend taking
youngsters under 16.

Dr. Parxinsonx. That is correct.

-Mrs. GreeN. What would you do for youngsters who decide they
are going to drop out of school when they are 14, and they have
nothing but an academic course ?

Dr. Parxixson. I think that is the problem of the public and
parochial schools at that level. I don’t think it is the function of
the vocational schools, which is trying to train people for employment
below the professional level.

I don’t think our school can do everything. I think they have to
define their area of competence and then work at it. I think the public
and parochial schools must have the responsibility of training people
up to the 16th year.

In the first place, a 14-year-old kid can’t get a job. You know
that. You have to be 16 years old in our State to get a work permit to
start with, so you can’t talk about employablhty of people under
16. and this is the golden thread that runs through our whole operation.

That is emnloy'\blhty and social confidence above the 16th year and
below of professional level. :

Mrs. Greex. You said that you would be unable to make any
judgment. as to whether. the residential school or the Job Corps
would be the better ?




