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Chairman Perkrxs. Are there any further comments?

Mr. O'Hara. The witnesses have put the Newark situation in per-
spective. They were brought here following charges, which appeared
on segments of the press and elsewhere, that employees of the poverty
program in Newark participated in the riots in Newark and/or par-
ticipated in inciting the riots in Newark.

It is clear from their testimony that they make no such charge.
Their charge is that—

Mr. Garoxer. Would the gentleman yield at this point?

Mr. O'Hara. Yes.

Mr. Garpxer. I would have to disagree with the gentleman. I think
your first statement is absolutely right. I know of no one who has
ever made a public statement that poverty employees were directly
involved in the actual rioting, but I think each of these gentlemen,
when asked the question, “In your opinion, do you think that the pov-
erty workers were involved in a situation that led to the riots,” each
of them answered yes.

Mr. O'Hara. I didn’t get to that point. Let’s be specific. Do any of
you gentlemen contend that any person employed by the poverty pro-
gram incited the people of Newark to riot?

Mr. Appoxizio. It 1s never any one person.

Mr. GarpxEr. Again, would you yield for one brief question?

Mr. O’Hara. Has any individual or group of individuals employed
by the poverty program incited the people of Newark to riot?

Mr. Garoxer. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. O'Hara. I want an answer.

Chairman Perkixs. You asked a question, didn’t you?

Mr. O’'Hara. I asked a question.

Chairman Perxins. The gentleman will answer.

Mr. Appoxtzio. The response to that question:

Chairman PerxTNs. Answer from your own personal knowledge,
Mr. Addonizio.

Mr. Appox1zio. Would the Congressman please restate the question?

Mr. O'Hara. I asked if any of you gentlemen are accusing any per-
con employed by the Newark Community Action Agency with incit-
ing the people of Newark to riot.

Mr. Appontz10. No, I'm not.

Mr. BerxsteIN. No.

Mr. Marrarp. No.

Mr. O'Hara. I thank you. That bears out my statement.

T think you have, however, indicated that some of the demonstra-
tions and protests and some of the statements made by various peo-
ple—one or two specifically employed by the poverty program, others
elected to governing boards of the poverty program, and others who
later became employees of the poverty program, helped to create a cli-
mate in which the riots occurred. Is that right?

Mr. Appoxrzio. Yes.

Mr. Marrarp. That is correct.

Mr. O'Hara. I have been attempting to clarify just what the opi-
nion of the witnesses was.

I would like at this point to reiterate the fact that to the extent
these people were engaged in legally protected freedom of expression,




