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these are normally taped——scrme comment about a disease entlty But
I say that where we could plan, we avoided the connection. And
I am pleased to say that our 'sponsors S@emed content Wlth thrs
separation.

Senator Nrrson. What is s the length of most of t‘.hese assocmtmn
conferences or conventions? A weel ?

Mr. Raesen. Yes; the major assoemtmns tend to gather on the
weekend and then people start going home on Thursday or Friday.
- Senator NewLsoN. And could you give us a figure on what the
average cost to the drug companies would be for retaining your
organization to present the convention and Whatever else you pre-' :
sent ¢ What would that cost be usually? : ‘

“Mr. Raegexn. I would say the services ran(red in cost from, in’ 'one
instanee for a somewhat agbrewated version of what we are speak-
ing about, as low as perhaps $7,000 or $8,000 up to perhaps as much as
$45 000, and perhaps $50,000.

Senator Nerson. And that 1nvolves the presentation of the closed«
circuit television. It does not 1nvolve dlsplays or thlngs of that kind,
or do you do that, also?

Mr. RAEBEN. No we do not, It’s ]ust the telewsmn

‘Senator NzLsoN. Yes all rlght goahead.

‘Mr. Raesen. Thank y ‘

The activity T think that we are proba,bly best known for, at least
prior to our radio effort, is called the Network for Continuirig Med-
ical Education, NCME. "This was established in 1965 with the sup-
port of Roche Laboratories. This was the first effort in any field to
use the emerging video technology for publishing: We employ ‘what
we think of as a “journal” concept with three “articles” or programs
in each reel. Unlike the way motion pictures have been used, we put
forward the notion, which was. then unusual, that an audience as
small as a single viewer was adequate and that viewing should take
place at the convenience of the viewer, not' the exhlblwr These
~1deas T think now séem commonplace.

In 1972, with the introduction of the v1deo caSSette machine, a
cassette subscmptmn plan was developed. This has enabled hoSpltals
to build their own video cassette libraries and offer them as’ com-
‘munity resources. Today, all 70 NCME hosp1tals subscnbe, paymg
$1,200 to $1,600 yea,rl :

Senator Nerson. You say “all NCME.” What do you' mean
“N(‘ME hospitals”? Thaﬁ iy just a hospltal that subscmbes to t,hat
~service, you mean? ; ; 4

Mr. RarsEN. Yes, sir, that is correct. pet it

' Senator Nrrsox. You have 700 of them pazymg $1 OO' to;; $‘1;600
yearly For that they recewe these eassetftes? L e

Mr. Raenen. Yes. o BT

Senator Nersox. Doeés VIS theﬁ develop the cassettes? Tt th at 1t71 :

-~ Mr. Raeeen. We do. I was gomg to get into the process of theizr'
development in another moment.

T want to point out also that the remalnder of the cost of the
service is borne by Roehe Laboratories,

Senator Nrrson. What do you meéan “the remamder of ﬁhe cost”?

- Mr. Raesex. The moneys that the mst:xtutwns pay represenfts about
one-third of the total cost of the s servxce 5 |
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