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tion of practlcmg physmlans is well documented by every major study in
medical education. It is, further substantiated by the American Medical

’ Assoclatlon, nine medical spe01alty soc1et1es, ‘and fourteen states all of
whom ‘require that members partlclpate in a f:l.xed number of educatlon hours: '
to malntaJ_n their membershlp. Five states have educatlon requlrements to
mamtam thelr license in that state. v-Three‘more states will mstltute
relicensure laws by Januvary, 1978. All medicial VSpe'cialt’y'boards and sub—:‘

specialty boards have endorsed recertification examination‘s,.x

: .Congress has passed . the Bennett Amendment to the Social Securlty Act
in October of 1972 requlrlng the establlslment of Professional Standard
Rev1ew Orgamzatmns, with the primary objectlve to J.ncrease the quallty
of "care through physician education. The problem of malpractlce ln thls
country can often be related to thls need. The major consequences to-,, :
society of not adequately fulfllllng th;S need for cOntiﬁuing medica]'_v« 3
education are increased morbidity and mortality statistics and the .

- extremely high and spiraling cost of health care.

T]ysaditionaily thi need is being met by medical ‘schools and hospitals

that provide courses, hospltal staff conferences and meetmgs, travellng
medlcal educators, medlcal textbooks, sc1ent1flc journals, and conventlons.
Problems w1th these approaches are that practlclng clinicians may not have
time to travel and attend.courses, partlcularly’ those physmlans farthest
away from tﬁe‘nedical centers, the lecturing medical educator may not have
adequate teachifng tools, he is linited by the amount vof‘ tme he ‘can devote
to this acti,vity,' the printed-word ’isv;of‘ten"oqtdated, overused, -and j‘noti
“necessarily the best’ communication medium p’art‘icularly for mediea} éubjects.~
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