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Today the eduéation of medical students 15 under the control of

“universities.and customarily consists of ‘a four-jear CUrriqu1um;

. at the end of which the student receives‘his M.D. degree. A century
ago, however, there'Were, in additioﬁ to university-based medical
schools, a number of private trade schools training physicians.
Because of the Tow professional competence of the graduates of these
trade schools, the training of physicians became a national scandal
early in the 1900's.:. After publication of the F]exner report in 1910,
medical -education .came under the fu]T control ofﬂuniverSities;'thusw
nearly every physician now in practice 1in fhis c0untry‘was trained at

“ a university as a medical student.

The second great advénce in medical education in this century was the |
development of fu11;time faculties in medical schools. This has

occurred as a result of our national investment in biomedical research
and training since World War II. Todéyfs medical studient ‘thus graduates
with a rich and broad education in ﬁedical science after a four-year
exposure to university faculties dedicated to téaching, patient cafe,
and medical research. -In such an‘environment professional competence,
commitment to scientific princip]es, high personal standards are

emphasized as thekphysician‘s primary and necessary éttr{butes.

After graduation from medical school, the modérn physician then takes
k several additional years of training in a medical speciality or in
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