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materials are regu]ér]yjinaCCurate; I believe that’these‘sponsored
;meterials are cpnsistently.ti]ted“jn'the direction of therapeutic
“enthusiasm. There has been a rapid growth in expensive,'élick
audio—vfsua] materia]s,‘conferences, symposia,pand publications

wh1ch have the appearance of 1ndependent, scho]ar]y product1ons but
wh1ch are in fact an 1ntegra] part of the drug 1ndustry s overa]]
promotional efforts, a more subtle part, of course, than stra1ghtforward

promot1ona1 mater1a1s Tike advertls1ng

Let me emphasiie that the systematic bias I am describing does not arise |
because the medical authorities who contribute to these,ieaching

'programs preeenf knowingly biased views because of pharmaceutical industry
" support. Thefprob]em is not that drug(induStry moneyveorrupts'medical
experts, but rather that the indusfry sponsor can’choose fhem”among

the many medica1‘authohities on any given topic tohsupport‘Oniy thoée
whose views already ceincide with the interestS'bf the‘sponeor,

This ability of the pharmaceutical industry to se1ect'the.medica1
authorities it wishes: to support is the basic cause-of the biases

we shal] see.

In the d1scuss1on to fo]]qw, 1 w111 present a number of examp1es of
med1ca1 commun1cat1on wh1ch w111 111ustrate the prob]em I have

been describing. ‘In some cases these merely ‘present a particular
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