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We have broﬁght with us today. a numbér‘ofJexamples of thése journals.
Each one consists of a number of drug advertisements plus a number. of

R articles which appeér to be independently written.

It is not easy to assess the scientific quality of “the controlled
"circu1ation journals. Much of it appears, on its face, quite ‘
reasonable, tending to be,orienﬁed toward review Articles and articles
dealing with particular clinical problems, e.g., how to diggnése.ahd
treat Tower back pain. At the samé time,‘howéven;41 must wonder whether
a jourﬁai that subsists wholly on sales of advertising space to the drug
’industry is able to present a skeptical attitude toward drugs in general

or toward specific dru955

Editorial Policies’

FDA has réceiVed complaints from»some’authbrs,that when they’prenare
an article‘unfavorabTe to drug products the artiéies are rejected by
"the contro]]ed‘ciréu1ation journa]s even when they were so]igited by
the journa] in the first place. The reasons given for‘rejection are
that the'articlé does not meet some unspecified technical standa}d,

but whether or not this is the entire reason is dﬁfficu1t to determiné.

- Members of our staff have had several meetings wifh editors of egntrolled
circulation journals'aéking specifically about editoria1fb01icy regardina .
articles adVersé to ﬁhelproduct of an advertiser. A cémmon answer s
that Such}artic]es rareiy are received because physicians are more

interested. in reporting successes than failures and that, furthermore,
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