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Increas1nq1v, pharmaceut1ca1 compan1es are prov1d1ng cont1nu1ng educat1on
materials for use at hospital staff;meetings. vThese~mater1als generalJv
-are ‘produced by independent companies such as Medcom'and Heé]th'Leerning

Systems on contract fpr pharmaceutica1 manufacturers.

Examples of Mu}ti-media Presentations

Health Learning Systems, in cooperation with the National High Blood.
“Pressure Educetion Program, the»Couneil for High:Blood Preesune

Research of the American Heart Assoc1at1on and the: Nat1ona1 K1dney
'Foundat1on has produced an exce]]ent ser1es of mater1a1s on hypertens1on.

The series, called D1a1ogues in Hypertens1on was produced under an

educational. grant from Smith K11ne & French (SKF) Laboratories, manufacturens
of Dyazide, a fixed’combination diuretic indicated for hypertension
“Let me emohas1ze that none of the mater1a1s produced were favorab]e

to Dyaz1de spec1f1ca11y and, if anyth1nq, deemphas1zed the product

In this instance the eduEationa1bmateniels, white induStry-SUppOrted,‘

were under the total control of a Fédera]—privatefprogrém of unquestioned
independence and prestige nhich was~furthering the wfde]y?accepted ‘
aqoal of assuring that more peop1e w1th h1gh blood pressure were d1agnosed
and treated GKF did no more than pay the bills, The goal: of the

overa]] program happened to- con1nc1de with: the goa]s of manufacturers qvf,yl

of drugs used in treat1ng hypertens1on “and w1th qood med1ca1 practice.

In many other cases, however, increased use of med1cat1qn is not

necessar11y cons1stent w1th good med1ca1 pract1ce
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