COMPETITIVE PROBLEMS IN' THE DRUG INDUS’I‘RY 14095._'

In the AAFP program, there are two scientific exh1b1t: on Toimet1n, s “
‘a drug developed by McNeil Laboratories for treatment of rheumapo1d
arthritis. At the time of the AAFijeetihg, To]metin'had not been
“approved for marketing in the United States. In respdnse to the
-Agency's:duestions,.é representative of the firm stated that the

_ Construct1on «of -both exh1b1ts was financed by McNeil: The
representatnve went on to state that his company customar11y
financed such exhibits when 1ts med1ca1 mon1tor was: p]eased with

an 1nvest1gator S resu1t5' He stated that such sc1ent1f1c exh1b1tsh
were shown at two to four- convent1ons each year and that while
attending the convention; egach exhibitor received an honorer1um of

~ about $250 per day plus reimbursement of all expensés.i'

’Again, let me stress fhat I have no reéson tQ’be1ieye that these
“industry- éupported scientifiC'exhibﬁfs fepkeSenf‘aﬁything»ofhér 
than the honest]y ~-held be11efs and Tegitimate f1nd1ngs of the
‘1nvest1gators involved. Many contain hwgh qua11ty work It 15‘,
nevertheless a matter of great~concern “that most of the content of
' sc1ent1f1c exh1b1ts is'to a gredt degree selected by the drug
“1ndustry The exh1b1ts comm1ttees of the convent1ons no doubt can:
ke11m1nate the more frank]y promot1ona1 exh1b1ts, buf thny can do A
little to a]ter the fact that an exhibit: unsupported by a drug
.company w111 usua]]y not be produced and subm1tted for the1r rev1ew
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