‘Migraine...and more

b')r:b‘ei_n‘g physically sick ‘and secking

medical assistance. You can be of
great help, especially if you don’t try
to rid them of their symptoms.
Finally, headache patients who are
schizophrenic are likely ‘to benefit
- from an antipsychotic. agent-such as
hajoperidol (Haldol) or.a phenothi-

azing such as chlorpromazine (Chlot-

PZ, Promachel, Promapar Sonazine,
“Thorazirie). Consider, hospllallzauan

only for those who are Jikely to-ben-
efit from such treatment or who can’t .

adjust outside such a setting..

SILLER: Underlying depression is, by;'

far the most common cause of fre-
quent, ‘recurring ~headaches of. all
sorts. For this reason, the tricyc-

lics are among the most. valuable |

treatments.

Toxic.vascular headache |,

CUTLER: Now, there’s still. another
kind. of “headache besides the miz

graine, cluster, and tension types»«

~“the toxic vascular headache. | lump it
with functional headaches, as its not’

usually associated with-organic brain,
disease.
SILLER: The common denommator is

intracranial .vasodilatation. Anythmg :
that dilates the large 'vessels at the - -

base  of -the. brain—for, .example,
“exercise, febnlenllnesses or drinking

too much alcohol—~can cause vascu-: -

lar headdche, sometimes as severe as
migraine headache. (Not all mormng-

after headaches aré the result of in--

tracranial - vasodilatation,  however;
some may be duc to depression about
having. made a fool of onesclf the
night ~-before.) Hypoglycemid . and
hypoxia also threaten the intcgrity of
the brain’ and . cause . vasodilatation.
The challenge lies in finding out why
the patient became hypoglycemic or
hypoxic—not simply in 4de(crniining
that headache sresults from one of
these -conditions. = Of ‘course, hcdd
aches duc to cncephal s.or mcmn-
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' Be eraye of i

Heédach'_e, bati;ents»perhaps more than any others-—abuse
- analgesics. When they have frequent recuriences, they tend to take .

gabuse

larger quantities-of drugs that have serious side-effects.

- For'instance, methyscigide maleate gSanoert) may cause fbroms
i while ceitain analgesics in large doses over-a‘long period may cause
renal damage. Aspirin cayses Gl bigeding. Ergot compounds’ provoke
..ergotism and may pre0|p| ate or worsen angma and periphieral vascular
- disease,
Of ‘couirse, narcohcs are to.be avomed bs«,cause it's so easy fora |
patient with: chronic: headache 10 get tiooked on meperidine HCI (De--
- merot) or morphine suffate. A physisian should be especially cautious -

with patients who say their headaches are never relieved by anything

but a shot of morphme

Amllrlptyllna HCI

+ discussed in this arligle: see Phys:c:ans Desk

Re!ereme 1976 edmon

; 'PDR page

< Elavil (Merck Stiarp & Dohme) " 1070
Be arbital,
and efgotamine tartrate R

_Bellergal (Dorsey) 764

. Chlordiazepoxide HCI .
Librium (Roche) 1290 .
Chlorpromazine (. "
Chlor-PZ {USY Pnarmaceunca') 1548 .
Thoraz ne (Smith Khne & French) 1457
Cyprohepladlne HCH £18
Penacrnn (Mmck Sharp & Donme) 11080

. Dlnzepnm o
Vauum(Roche) ST 1307

" Dlhydroergotamlne mesy‘ata .

o DME 45(Sandoz) 1344
Ergotamine tartrate o
Ergornar (Fisons) j : 805
Gynergen (Sandoz) * 1345

: tartrate- atfel o .
Cafwgm (Sandoz) 1342

Ergommlnn tartrate, cyclizine HCI,
and caffelne

Migral (Burioughs Wellcome) €79
Haloperldol ¢ JEes
Haldol (McNeil) L 1011

Presaming (LUSV. Ph;xrmaceu(vca') o 4807
SK-Praming (Smith Kline & ‘Frénch) -~ 1448

dichloralphenazone, : !
and acetaminophen ' 5 g

Mann (Cainnek) -~ | L ess
Meperidine HCI ‘ Snes ;

Demerol (Winthrop) . 1664
Ms-ihysorgidq maleate * LT
Sangert (Sandoz) - 1319

Nitrogtycerin, sublingual
Narostal: (Parke-Davis)

Phenelzine sulfate !
Narail (Warner:Chilcott) T 1628

. Propranolol. HCI

Incderal (Ayerst): - - 591

Ynnyk:’y‘promlne sulfate

& Cutler !
Headaches: = Hydralazine HCE :
v p ohne-(Ciba) - - 700 |
Additional- prescrlbinn | Hresolna (Ciba) © - S
information “tmipraming HCI 7~ o il i
s N X Imavate (Robins) % 1 1263
;- For moie_infofration oA therageutid ageats Jamiiraine (Abbolt) * 523

;Tdvam! (GG*QW G Foeer
'mdomelhacln - 0
Ingock (Merck Sharp & Dohme) 1074

. tsocarboxazid - i |

*Marplan{(Roche) - . T 1292
Isometheptene Het R :' :
Ogtin(Knolt) . 858
Kometheptene mucate. . -
Oetin (Knoth) - =+ : 868 -,
Isametheptene mucate,. -

Parnate (Smith Kiine & French) ‘1/‘38‘




