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Ry for Acute Type lll

Aortic Dissécﬁé'n' ,
Found Arrested by
o Drug Re‘gimeh

EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND = Depression -of myo-
cardia] contractility, combined with a re-

duction in systolic blood pressure, is the most -

effective way .to treat and control Type IIL
: acute aortic-dissection, according to Dr. Rich-
ard J.. Cleveland,” ¢hairman. of surgery. at

ton,

Repemng on the results-o ammal experp
ments, Dr.:Cleveland recominended the use
“of trimethaphan to produce the necessary hy-
potenslon, noting that the effect. of this drug

tion.”
Implications Asussed

The iinplications of the study, heéxplained,
are that once initiated, aortic dissection will
progress'in the face of a significant dépres-
sion of myocardial contractility alone; but can
be halted by a combination of depressed myo-

“cardial comracnl)ty and moderata hypolen-
sien.

In addition, Dr Clevel:md observed in his

Tufts Umversuy School of Medlcme in Bos ;

may be the. critical factor in llmn.mg dissec o

report. to :the ‘recent meetihg :hére of the

International Cardio-Vascular - Society, . the
fact- that trlmethaphan hasibeen found to,
slow myocardial contractility. to the same
levels obtained with very large doses of pro-
pranolol indicates that trimethaphan may be

the’ more effective drisg for- comrol of ‘acute |

aortic dxssecnon
i Expulmmml !vikhrru le.n

In the Boston experiments, he sald, 30 mon-- |
grel dogs underwent ‘left thoracoténiy ‘and |

construction -of a standardized intjmal .tear
in the proximal descending aorta. They were

divided into thrée groups — 10 untreated con-- '}
trols and 10 each treated with propranolo] .}
or with trimethdphan before development. of T

the dissecting aneurysins.

When the control ariimals were sacificed
after-an hour, nine showed a progtession of
aortic dissection by an average of 81.5 percent
of the distance from inicision to celiac ‘axis:
One aniial showed no. progression, and. in
“two cases the .dissection.covered only 50 and
65 percent of the distance.” No' statistically

significant change had occurred in‘myocardial:

contracuhty, Dr. Cleveland noted butascend-

ing aorti¢ olic’ pressu;

+ had decreased from a me:
140 mm Hg during the“observation period.

In thepropranolol-treated group, he con-

tinued, nine animals showed aortic dissection

-ovér:a' mean, of 65 percent of the distahce to
the celiac axis. In four dogs, dissection had

Continued on Page 6
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n these amimals |
of 174 mmHg to |

. Lanoxin is the. original digoxin ;. the “As"a result of: recent
: Burroughs Wellcome

“:gvergihce,’

“gant because d|goxlﬁ ‘préparat]
“which have" the :same digoxin- con

and consequent pharmacmog;cal eﬁect

Important u'j'?ated
dosage mformatlon

rmacokmetc
result-of .a research breakthrough by studies, ‘often-supported. by Burroughs
over40 years ~Wellcome = Co. " new: ‘lower dosage
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