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Sclcnmlc Journa!s' An Endanf,CI ed Species’
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‘Are scientific jourmls an cnd'mgcrcd spc?{

cies? 1 will express ‘my opinion ‘in ‘the cumnt :

idiom: you'd better believe it.

In my position with the  American Socle!y
for Microbiology, 1 am rcaponslbk for thc man-
’ “agement of nine sci-

entific” journals.. In
1975, we_published
‘about 18,000 text
pages in ‘these’ nine
. journals and another
3,000 —pages  of
»bool\s‘ For the past
15 years, I have
spept most | of my
‘waking he
ing, ‘worrying, and
scheming about
ways to pay_ . the
-gosts. of . producing
- the: ASM. publica-
tions, ;1
. Let us look at this
cost problem, becausu it-is the. ca.st that xs ‘cn-
dangering (he species. :
In -1965, it cost our Society S452 384 to*
produce its publications. In 1975, the cost was
_about $2.6-million. True, there has been a
‘substantial increase in the number of pages
published, fréom 7,000 in 1965 to 21 ,000 in
1975; however, with more pages in more publi-.
cations, we can and do attract more subscribers
‘(income). ‘But what is cndangering us is the
tremendous increasce in the cost per page. In
our basic journals, the per- page manufactur-
- ing cost has gone up by 30% in_just the past
: two years, As most of you know, the primary
'culpm in recent years:has been” the skyrocket-
ing.cost .of paper, greatly. exacerbating the de-
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b:hmmg eficcts “of our- N.mom wocful infla-

tionary problems.

These increased pcr‘paQe cosls certainly do
not attract increased numbers: of subscribers.

On the contrary, these costs, which rcpresent
“the largest c\pu)se component in journal pub-
hshum, must -in Targe measure. be matched by-
income from subacnpuons which is the largest
- income component in journal publishing. And,
as subscription. prices go up, lhc* numbcr of
subscribers tends to go down.:

The nonmember subseription pnce for the
lomnal of Baucrm!ogy in l‘)65 was $28; now

it is $90, ki present trcnds contmuc, 1t is qmtc k

urs think-2/ will be extinet. il
S5TerUs cxamine any alternatives lhnt might
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possible that another trebling of the rate \Vﬂl
g required in the next 10 years
suh%nphon pricc of about $270. - At suc
price, the last of the individual subscribers will

riving a 1!

have long since béen pnccd out of the market,

.as will all but the: larger institutions,

" But will these trends continue? If they do,
the scientific journal as we know it today, that
is, as a package of rescarch papers which is
distributed each month_directly into the hands
of many of the individuals who are pecrs of
the authors audinto vtrlually all of the de-;

‘partments ‘and luboratogies fiivolved with sinti

“lar. research, ‘will no Iongcr be. cndangercd"lt '

be available whe uuby we might reverse. the curs |

rent trends,

First, however, ‘we should .ask the questxon' 5

shonld the scientific journal as we know. it
be preserved, or should we assume that.a new .

_and. better. (and ‘more economic) system. of

scientific. conm\umcauon mll bccomc avaulablc ;

tous? o,

- Oneg rather mtc:cstmg answcr to thls ques-‘
tlon ‘has  been offered by Professor Hubert

Lechw.lher, of Rutgers Umvusuy, in a Letter

to the Editor of ASM News in. a recent fssue

(February 1976). Dr. Lcchevalier says.

Obvnomly the only solution 16 our publication
problem is to stop pubhshmg This, of course;
is about as casy to do as it is for the USA and

the, USSR to stop meddling in other countries'

affairs.

The proposal that I have the honor to draw

to the attention -of thie menibers of our “Socicty

may.-not be perfect but still ;my have some-|
In the USA we should ‘disseminate in-
‘ork Times.
If this newspaper would devote Only one page..
a-day to_ miciobiology, our. probieing would be

merit.
formation only through The New.

“solved, Of course; I .don't mtan a fullspage,

 but only what would be Teft after: advertisements
[ ‘ducts would have béen as-

of mlcrobxolo;,u..\l
su ted.

York Times reporters would be forced to-prae-
tice brevity, a virtue which so far has escaped |

provement in the. quality ‘of this outstanding
newspaper. ;

At the risk of offending several of- my col-

leagues on this pancl, and: olmously the goed

““them, thus lc.\dmg as a by-product to an im-:

With the lumtcd smcc available, The New

Professor Lechevalicr, 1 will ‘give my opinion -
without qualificrss the scientific journal, and |

ASM News




