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STATEMENT OF EDWARD A. KING, JR, A.C.S.W., DEPUTY DIREC-
TOR, TOWN OF HUNTINGTON YOUTH BUREAU, HUNTINGTOR,
- NY.

"~ Mr. Kmva. Thank you. '

Mr. Chairman, I am deputy director of the Town of Huntington
Youth Bureau, and program director of the town’s community-based
drug program. . : ‘ ) )

My testimony today is based on over 7 years of experience in my
present. position with Huntington township, which is a large Long
Island suburb of New York City, with a population of 220,000 people.

In 1968, the town of Huntington established the first town-level
youth bureau in New York State, funded by the New York State Di-
vision for Youth, and our youth bureau was among the very first
agencies to receive State funds to operate a community-based program
for the prevention and control of youthful drug abuse in 1970.

In 1971, the town of Huntington instituted the first voluntary am-
phetamine ban in the United States. ' :

Senator NeLsoN. You say the town of IHuntington instituted the
first voluntary amphetamine ban in the United States.
~ What does that mean? -

Mr. Kixg. That means that physicians in the town of Huntington
got together and agreed not to prescribe amphetamines.

. Senator NeLson. All right,

Mr. Krxe. Except in the very rare cases of narcolepsy and hyper-
kinesis,

At that time there were only two cases of narcolepsy identified in
Suffolk County over a 2-year period. -

Senator NeLsoN. How many cases of hyperkinesis ?

‘Mr. Kixe. A small number of hyperkinesis cases.
~ The national incidence that year was about 3 percent of all ehildren
between the ages of 5 and 12 that suffered from hyperkinesis.

The town’s comprehensive youth plan includes eight private, non-

rofit corporations known as Fouth development associations serving
local neighborhoods within the township, and several support pro-
grams in the areas of job development, summer camps, runaway place-
ments, family advocacy, and court diversion, as well as the drug
program which consists of a hotline, counseling center, and outreach
workers assigned to the local youth development associations.

We feel that our eight youth development associations on contract
with the youth burean provide the key to the development of program
strategies specific to reducing drug abuse. _

They are operated by local boards of community citizens—adults
and youths—and are in the best positiorr to recognize local problems
and their solutions in cooperation and coordination with our youth
bureau professional staff, .

. This elaborate system of citizen involvement in local government
Includes—in ‘addition to local neighborhood boards—center councils,
task forces, special committees and program voluntecrs, working with



