14646 COMPETITIVE PROBLEMS IN THE DRUG INDUSTRY

pharmacies, hospitals, and other health care units also can influence the
prescribing and dispensing practices of health professionals. furthermore.
State and local law enforcement agencies, many of which are actively
supported by DEA and the Law Enforcement Assistance Administration,

police the diversion and i1licit traffic of controlled drugs.

Communication among these Federal and State agencies is maintained by -
reqular meetings of the involved officials at both the staff and policy
levels. The Interagency Committee on Drug Control, as an example, is

a working group which includes membership from FDA, NIDA, and DEA.

An FDA/DEA Liaiscn Staff group also meets regularly. In addition, the
Commissioner of Food and Drugs, the Administrator of DEA, and the
Director of NIDA meet personally to discuss palicy issues. There is also
extensive communication between the field forces of FDA and DEA and their

“*
counterparts in State law enforcement and health agencies.

FDA ACTIONS FROM 1960 THROUGH 1971

The Food and Drug Administration has for many years supported stringent
controls on the amphetamines. In the early 1960's, prior to any clear
Congressional mandate, the FDA undertook investigation and presecutien
of traffickers in amphetamines. The 1965 Drug Abuse Control Amendments
to the Federal food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act provided stronger regulation
over the manufacture and di§tribut10n of dangerous drugs, including
certain stimulant drugs, and in February 1966 FDA established a separate
Bureauv of Drug Abuse Control to carry out these Amendments. In the
first two years of the program, FDA carried out over 2,000 criminal

investigations, made more than 1,300 arrests, and handled about 300 criminal

cases. The FDA made, in addition, approximately 1,100 accountability




