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Asscault and Homicide Associated with
Amphetam? e Abuse

BY EVERETT I, F.!.I.i.\'“ OOy, IR, M.D.

The author describes the histarics of 13 per-
sons who conimitied honiivide while fnioxi.
cated with amphetamines, In most of these
cases, the events leading 1o the honticidul o ac!

were dueu!y refated fo ampl:c*!ammc‘ in-

rf:u‘a_j,anmord hinking, pustic, eniational
1ability,” or Towered Tnipulie Tconirol The
mast liiporient variabfes asiociited with
these cases ircluded predisposing personaf-

ity, environmemtal circumstances, and the
use of other drugs. -
ECENT STOriEs i the ncws media

C_have linked the use of drugs with a
series ¢f bizarre murders. Often it is not
clearly stated what type of diug is in ques-
tion, and in many cascs scveral types of
drugs have been used. There is a need to dis-
tinguish as clearly as possible the specific
types of drugs associated with aggression and
violence,

The conscnsus among those who work
closely with problems of drug abusc is that
the opiates do not tend 1o induce unwar-
ranted violence (1), For years, aleohol z2nd
scdatives have been assoviated by inost in-
vestipators with an increased incidence of
violence that is thought to be secondary to
a Towering of impulse control (2). Recports

from law-enforcement personnel and psy-

“ o
selves, havc ||1du.;{l(.d Thatl ,amphetamines_
may 2iso be rctated o apgressive behaviac
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perhaps _more spiecifically_than any othcd
Lrgup ol G es -
recuntly examined four persons who
committed murder ofter taking Turge doses
of amphetamines, The interviews were held
aftcr the coert proceedings were pver, ! have
outlined below three of these Cases to illus-
trate fhe dircet offect of amphetamine.in.
duced’ “pardnoid ideation or_emotional Talil:
iy Jeading 10 e _viglenl uch These three

caics wore cnosen because of 1lic absence of
vther variables that often play a part in the
violence associated with drug sbuse,

Case Wepurts

The first case illustrates the rapid evolu-
afier acute hivh-

tion of parannid 1h:nkmg
dosc usc |n;\ alc fug uiC over severa

Lours) of amphelaminus it an ol 1o com-

Tom dJdrug zbuscrs them-

bat the tllects ol sloop depoivation,

Cate I, This 27-ycar-old truck driver shot his
boss in the hack of the head because he thonght
the boss was {rying 10 1eleuse poison pas into the
back scat of the car in which he was riding. 1
thought they had gassed me. My boss kept reach-
ing down beside him wnd pulling on semceithing.
I rofled the window down 1o let the pas out, T got
nauscated #nd passcd out due 10 the gas; 1 then
rot up on my cibow and shot my boss, who was
driving.”

Over the previous 20 hours, in order 1o make a
nanstop 1,600-mile trip, Mr. A had ingested 180
meg. of amphetamine; he had not siept for 48
hours. Mr. A usually used less than 40 mg. of
ampheiamine on long trips. Six to eight hours
before the murder, he had become increasingly
suspicious that someone had planted drugs on
his truck. AL this point, Mr. A called a highway
patrolman, related his suspicions in a bizarre
wanncr, #nd was 1zken to the tocal jail for safe-
keeping.

While at the jail, he kept secing a man hiding
and wziching him from across the strect. “Then
there were muffied voices in the next yoom and
they tred 1o gas me. ¥ could hear she hissing. |
got down und Juoked under the door; 1 saw feet
there! | stifl remember them, Both the jailer and
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