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AMPHLTAMINE

icz of 13 Amp‘w'.:‘mlne Aburers Wha Commnn d Homu:u!.

ust OF FRIYMAHY COWDITION ECHIZGPHRENID

J'-Gl VEE OTHLA m\ua. TUE G DE unnvnnuanwu
2? Acule None Paranoid No
26 Cluanig Hune Pariaod Na
Kb Chronicfacute HNone Ewoiwnally labile Na
727 Chignig Earbityrates end berin Panie faring robbery] Na
27 Chramefacule Alcabaol brspasliive No
30 Chronig Alrohal Poranod No
?5 Acute Alcohal Frpssiove Mo
42 Arute Krne Paranmd No
20 Chromie LSD Puranawid Yes
21 Chionic 150 Panic {during robbary) Yes
AL Chronic/acute [3:1)] tpuleive Aparancid Yes
C!)IOn!{: Infremquent Parenod Yes
LSD P. rar-uid Yas

I was funtastically jezlous if he cven mentioned
another vaman. First, T wou'd tell him he had
o lexve me alone; then 1 would pt ay gemes by
following him to sce if he was wecting another
wontan, 1 would rifle his wallet and cor for let-
ters or cloecs, Then T would try to Jrritate him or
Dirt with cthers to make hin jealons.”

Mis. € was In this type of enetionally lubile
tate at the tirme of the shocting, T hudn™t stept
for four lays, was constuntly active, ond was
taking pills Lke a chichen with its head qut oil”
{She was taking 600-1200 ing. per day) Just
hefore the incident, she told her puramour that
she was roing 1o bave for good, Trasinuly, he
suid that he would bilng his sew girl fricnd by,
"1 owas wild iaside ke o caged antmal, Lot calm-
Iy told Mg that he pever wonold Tic asked how |
wauld stop him and T wold bim Ud kil Bim and
Idid™

At the tine of the Intorview, 13 months after
the shouting, Mrs, € was completely lucid, with-
oot any psychatic minifestations, Both the inter-
vicw and pachelogical testing revenled 8 waiman
with Tow impulse contral, e p: wially inregerd to
anpcr. ]huc was a p:un:upilmn and wirm con-
cern about her family «nd children. Mrs. C had
been described by nmost interviewers as an put-
going, gregurious woman who was rather engag-
ing in her conversation,

Factors Leading to Violence

Because amphetaming abuse in the four
cases ! examinced appeared 10 be direcily
related to the induction of violence, I sent
letters to six furensic psychiatrists asking if
they had examined people with similar his-
tories. It proved difficult to find such cases.
Only nine additional cases were reported
by these six psychiairists {see table 1). The
rest of this report is based on histories from
these 13 cases but it is complumented by a
larger background of information fiom

siinilar cases im'olving assault, rape, kid-
napping, oltempted homicide, and’ “*ncar
misses.”

A review of the histories of these 13 per-
sons who commilted homicide after taking
amphaetinines makes jt abundantly evident
that_ many other variables were involved in
the cvohmon behavior. lead ing to Hn. vig-
fent net, Probably, “the. most 1mpnrtmt o_[
these arer l)_pu_t_(_lnpmm« pusonrmty, 2y
enviroimental Conditions, and 3) the use of
other dvupss The mast pionounced crviron-
mental factors Teading 1o violcnce were
found in those who were actively involved
in the ¢ivg subculture. The coneomitant use
of other diugs, especially sedatives and al-

“cohol, with their kaown eapacity to lower

impulse control, was indeed pertinent.

Purhaps the most interesting vaziable, but
the onc that is most difficult 10 assess, is per-
sonality predisposition, especially in cases
where the individual is judged to be psychotic
after withdrawal of amphetamines. In the
three cases described above, neither involve-
ment in the drog subculture nor concomitant
use of other drugs was a factor, These three
were nol judged 1o be psychotic after the
withdrawal of amphctamines, but_predis.
posing personality was a definile {actor,
esprerally m the second and third cases. Both
Mr. B and Mrs. C were quite impulsive and
aggressive, even 3fter the withdrawal of am-
phetamines,

Two others among the 13 included in this
review were noted to have similar impulsive
personatities. Five of the 13 were judged, by
the original examining psychiatiist, to be
schizophrenic after complete withdrawal of
amphetamines. In three of these five persons,
it was evident Jrom the Tistonics {hal ame-
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