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phetaining abuse had contrihuted to the pre-

i

anyone. More speeifically, the amphetamine
abuser ﬁ-ﬂg_‘,hl attack a total stranger, who

Sitation ol 1he more ford s:himphr_cﬁ&
s Tres Those Threc had wesrgingl schizoid
ml TThi7oph cme adeplations prior 10,
tTe use of amphelamines, but after iﬂiliﬂ_':.;()n
of drug use 1ocy doicriorated rapidly. Four
SUt ol (He TWE Who werc diagnoscd as schizo-
pheenic repeatedly used 18D in conjunction
with amphetamines --a factor that further
complicates 1hc picture, In general, the five
diagnosed to be schizephrenic were younger
(average ege: 21) than the other cight persons,
whosc average age was 29,

Some Other Factors

In addition to the predisposing personal-
ity, several other recurrent fuctors were ap-
parent in these histories. These factors in-
cluded: 1) an acute {repeated drug vse over
several hours) large dose of amphelamines
or a dramatic ncrcase in the amount uscd;
2) lass of intellectual awarcness of the delu-
sional nature of thought, precipitated cither
by sleep deprivatior or by alcohel and seda-
tives --in seme cases, psychotic thinking ap-
pcared to he potentiated by 1.SD and other
psychotomimetics; 3) amphetamine.induced
suspiciousness, delusions, fear, and panie,
as well as emotional lability and impulsive-
ness; 43 a solitasy life-style with e chance
for cross-validation of delusional thinking;
5} mutual enhancement of suspicicusness
and  paranoid ideas with other “speced
freaks” (oftem, however, individuals in a
“crash pad™ will act as a check on cne an-.
other, pointing out 1o an individi-al that he
is hecoming too paranoid), 6) carrying a
concealed weapon; 7) armed robbery as a
means of supporting drug use; and R) con-
flict over drug dealings.

The acule nature of the amphetamine
abuse was a significant fuctor in $ix cuses,
Three persons with low talerance took large
amounts of anmphetami rerjod of
a Tcw nours, all threg develaped paranoid

r—

panic_states, Two other persens whe had
bern  chronically abusing amphetamines
drzinatically increased the dosage for the
two to three days prior 1o the homicide,
{Thus absclute amphetamine intake was
noL_as ymporiant as s relationship Lo the
level of 1olerance.) It was noted that in these
“stales of acute panic the individual often
attached his paranoid thought to almost
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just huppened 10 be passiag Dy on the streef]
becsus€ 01 a soddum, Mensg, aolustonal
{ecting about the person.

In the cases of assault, robhery, und at-
tempted homicide, as well 25 those of ham-
icide, the use of alcohol or sedatives sppeared
to be a significant factor in at least a third
of the individuals, The main problem ap-
pearcd 1o be a loss of infeltectual awargness
F)_I__ﬂjc “Ratore of the dive-induced paraneid
thnking and a lowering of impulse control.
_P.__;‘r:ﬁls "oN Suveral DErwu15 WHO LAVE COMm-
mitted gite serious nssaults indicate that,
when voinbiuag amphelainines _with other,
dives, starrcimg amounts ol alconol or
Sedutives can _olicnp be conswincd, Without
the amphetiinine vse, The tadividual would,
have phsscd out. T comrast to usual am-

phiclammue use, most of these high-dose
covthination users have little, if any, mem-
ory of the cvents associated with the assault,
Steep deprivation was also a major factor
feading to decreased intellectual awareness.
In several cases, there wns a gradual evolu-
tion of a paranoid system involving the vic-
tim; then, {olluwing a period of alcohol
intoxication or chronic Toss of sieep, the,
amphetamine abuser acted on his delusions,

_Tailure Lo maintain intellectual awareness
of The niallre o The drug-mduced paranoia
15 @ comnion Jenommator invalved 1n many
OT the facturs fisted, For jostance, several

ol these suljects appeared to have lost in-
tellectual awareness hecause they lived alone
and had little chance 1o cross-check their

dclusional thinking. A lona-term solitary
life-siyle secms parbeularly sipoificant in

Tostering this eilect, Quite often, such peo-

ple beeome Tearful and hallucinztory at
night. Many of them were actually loners
and outsiders, even though they were ac-
tively involved in the drug scepe. Scape-
gozting of these ovtsiders 1s nol unusual,
One 27-ycar-old Caucasian man who used
large doses of speed intravenously, along
with LSD, developed an acute state of para-
notd pamie, which was potentiated by his
group of Ncgro companions. Although he
overinterpreted the gestures and behavior
of those around him, it was a fact that the
group of “'specd freaks™ he was running with
did treat him as an outsider and often threat-
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