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paranoid thinking, and fearful regurd of
his cavironiment, 1t is during this period that
he oblains and begins 10 curry a concealed
weapoen. Armed robbuery as a mcans of sup-
porting the dreg habit and conflicls over
drug dealing also are scgments of the sciting
that derives from chronic drug use,

The sccond phase, involving a sudden
change in emotional arousat and/for a loss
of intellectual control, is often sccandary
to a varicty of fuclors, including o sudden
increase in the Jdosage level (or acule use
in 1 person wikh Tow tolerance), chronie loss
of sleep, and the use of ather drugs, espe-
ciafly sedatives and aleehol. Ta this emution-
al and cognitive framewerk, the person often
misinterprets his eavironment and becomes
increasingly fearful. The emotional inisinter-
presation may he guite subtle; for instance;
a sudden and overwhelining interpretstion
of a miror “clue™ that fits into the person's
Jdelusional system. (This happened to Mr.
A severst times ) On the other hand, it may
be a very gross misinterpretation of the en-
tire environment; strangers suddenly hecome
sources of perscoution, Often the persen
mistakes a stranger for a persecutor or, al-
ternutely, for a fricnd (11, 12). This phase of
sudden mistnterpretation of the environment
is associaled with an intense sense of reality.

Within this framewerk, a minor incident
can trigger the violent act. Often the threat-
ening incident is half real and Lalf micinter-
preted, In nine of the eascs in this study, the
murder was committed on the hosis of an
instant decision or impulse secondury to a
perceived danger, There were, however, four
other cases in which some forethought was
involved in the iatent. (One man “tracked
down™ his victim } Fven within this context
of pursuit of the victim, there is often a sin-
aular event that trizgers the violence. In fact
in Smith’s dexcriptions {4), nonfatal pursuits
are not uncominoen;, Kramer and others (9)
have stated that these pames are often only
half serious. Thus, although chionic amphet-
amine ahuse may set the stage for violence,
it is the phase of acute change in sensibilities
that is actuelly associsted with misinterpre-
tation and the vielent act.

Condclusion

Unii there are figures available for com-
paring the incidence of homicide associated
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