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Except for rcrulations .per‘tainlng to the use of new drugs or drugs oing
1nvestipgated for eff-icécy‘zmd safely, the FDA has not involved itself in
regula.tin-g the ;;mscribing habits of physicians: I =lieve this to be
laudable.- In the instanz;e of methadone, however, it was determined that
the absence of tight control of the distritution of this drmg constituted
a serious public health 'hazard. The FDA, tharei‘cre, used its authority to
prohibit the unrestricted dis’c.ri'!mtion of methadone. The FDA requires that
any individuzl or organization using methzdone for the treatment of drug
addiction must secure a special license and submit to constant supervision,
To 20 otherwise 1s unlawful,

I preopose that the éa;ne regulation with resiraints be Placed on the

use of amphetamines, I propose that a special license e required for the

use of amphetamines to control ohtesity and in the control or treatment of
drug'addiction".’ I further proptse that the existing restrictions on the
use of arphetamines be continued for all other uses. In this way the pre-
scribing of this dmg will be linmited to a opeiqonth supply which is not
refillable and which is dispensed in a speclally-marked container, I
a-lso' recommend that_t‘he contirnved use of the nonihmphetamine diet drugs
e similarly contrelled pending further rescarch into their abuse po-
tential, These changes would effectively eliminate tho anphetamines from
the "diet doctors'™ dispensary.

IT the deliterations of this Committee provide the impetus for the
FDA to exercise authority and eliminate the abuse of amphetanines, you
%11l bave helped Huntington physicilans in their original crusads to tan
amphetamines in our community.' You will simultaneously ald physicians

in communities throughout our country in the conirol of amphe tamine abuse,



