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Historically, there is amole evidence that druaq ahuse antedated
drug therapy, just as toxicolonv naved the way for pharmacolooy, Frim-
{tive man seems to have been more interested in nofsons than medicines;
even Hipnocrates, althouah he recormended natural salicylates from
willow trees for eye disease and childhirth, considered most drugs
essentially useless. Rut when the Greeks wished to disnose of Socrates,
they had a most effective herb. Today, in the case of amphetamines, this
tape {s befng run backwards with increasing sneed, Pharmacolony is re-
verting to toxicology. WYe are now comnelled to examine the consecuences
of the fact that the use and ahuse of this truly addictinag and danaerous

drug s now quite widesnread,

In 1887 the Garman nharmacologist L. Fdeleano first svnthesized
vhenylisonronylamine, but he was uninteresfed {n exnlnrinn the nharma-
colonical nronerties of the drug vhich would eventuallv becorme farous
as "Penzedrine," and nut this extraordinarv stimulant back on the shelf,
tot until 1910 did 6. Parqer and Sir M. M. Dale investicate the effects
on experimental animals of this and a series of claselv related chenical
comnounds, which they called "svmnathomimetic amfnes,” Mowever, no one
in Amerdca ar tnaland arasoed the fmnlications of their findinas for
another 17 vears., fNegrne Piness, who was seekinn a synthetic enhedrine
suhstitute wvas aware of Edeleano's discovery and sungested to Gorden
Alles that' he look for a synthetic amine-substitute for enhedrine. Allés
confirmed Piness® hunch in° 1927 by conéTuding that the most effective

such substitute wés the orininal amnhetamine synthesized by Edeleano.




