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mine promotion campaign that a oaner by ¥, R, Bett 1¥sted 39 generally
accepted *clinfcal uses" for the drua, includine treatments of schizo-
phrenia, morohine and codeine addictions, "nicotinism™ {tabacco smoking),
heart block, head injuries, infantile cerebral nalsv, irradiatfon sickness
and hypotension. Bett, who further-recommended the drua for aflments 1ike
sea sickness, persistent hiccup, and even caffeine mania,” was only one
of a huge number of rhysicians who regarded amnhetamines as 'versatiie
remedies” which wera second only to a few other extraordinary drugs 1ike
aspirin {n terms of the scope, efficacy and safety of their effects,

$ince the therapeutic heyday of the amphetamines at the end of
Horld War 1T, the 11st of “accented” medical indications for these druas
has shrunk, even though per canita consumotion has risen dramatically,
Even the American Medical Assoctation is slowly realizing that the
amphetamines are at best ineffective or minimally effective in the treat-
ment of nearly all the conditions for which thev are stil} nrascribed, and
that in the relatively uncomon cases whers drum therany is definitely
1nd1cated. a safer and more annroariate medicatinn is often available.
: Obesity 1s the condition for which amnhptamfnes are most commonly
prescribed, but before I discuss their efffcacy 4n the treatment of this
condition, 1 will briefly consider some of the toxic effects of amnhetamines,

0f all the myths surrounding the amnrhetamines, that of thefr alleaded
’pon-addictiveness" fs today the most transmarent, even though vhen thesa
dfugs were first {ntroduced they were a1mosf tnfversally hailed as having
1itt}e:0rlﬂorédd1ct{vefpotehtia!;f-Th#sifs-not?surnrfsing;fa1most:every
drug whith {s now condemned as addictive was vouchsafed by the official

medical establishment as extremely useful and non-addicting when ft was

first introduced. For example, when morphine was acetvlated in 1893 the
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