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English literature, he was able to find only 36 cases. 0. J. Kalant,

n a subsequent review of the international medical Titerature up until

the publication of Connell’s book; uncovered 35 additional cases, But

even if Connell had come across more renorts, he probahlv would have per-
sisted in his.mot1vatinq insight regarding the strikinaly close ¢linfcal
symptormatology presented by patients suffering from amnhetamine nsychosis
and paranoid schizophrenfa. Accordingly, he launched a rersonal three-year
investication of patients admitted to five London hosnitals, and discovered
42 urmistakeable cases of amphetamine psychasis that would have otherwise
undoubtedly gone undetected. In addition, colleagues who learned of his
efforts reported another 14 substantiated cases to him, Connell stressed
that, desnite his earlier susnicions, he was quite surorised to find such

a retatively high incidence of amphetamine psychosis, Connell's findings
stirred interest and more exact diagnosis: 1in the five year neriod irmediately
following his bock's puhlicaticn, 118 more cases of amnhatamine nsvechnsis
were reported, as compared with only 71 in the 27 years after Younn and
Scoville's initial rerort,

Prior to Connell’s work, it had usually been assumed that only persons
who were in some peculiar way "latent schizonhrenics® or "nre-psychotics™
would ever develon nsychoses after even rassive and prolonaed dngas of amnhet-
amines, But Connell strongly ennosed this assumntion., At 1east six of the
40 patients for whom adenuate ngrsona1 nsychiatric histories were available
apoeared to have been perfectly normal prior to the development of their
amphetamine psychoses, and a clear majority ware descrihéd as "friendly
and goed mixers,” certainly not sehizoid personalities,

That a psychosis may be induced in essentially normal pegple by

amphetamines has been substantiated by at least twm clinical exneriments
13-




