COMPETITIVE PROBLEMS IN THE DRUG INDUSTRY 14710

to 700 mg (five days). The psychases were almost identical with those
experfenced by the inftial qroup of subfects. In commenting on the imnlications
of both studles, the researchers emphasized that even short-term administration
of dextro-amnhetamine to persons who were nom-nsychotic could nrecinitate
a paranoid psychosis, and that their exveriments definitely ruled ocut the up
ti1? then widely accented hynothes{s that only *oreviously borderline psycho-
tics™ would sustain an amphetamine psychosis.

Unlike herofn and cannabis, amphetamines anpear to be uniouely criminogenic

as & result of distinct psychonharmacological pronerties, The only other

widely used drugs that have similar properties even acoroaching the strength
of amphetamines are alcohol and, in some cases, barbiturates, But because
amphetamine-related crime occurs primarily within soeed cultures where it

is largely iqnored by the police, and because sneed freaks rarelv attemnt

any Targe-scale external crime, "official”™ crime rates for sveed users are
decentively low. Moreover, the low level of "criminal ski11" within sneed
cultures may reflect that amphetamines are more available and therefore

less costly than heroin, or nerhans even reflect the amphetamines' eao-disrup-
tive oroperties, which make it difficult for the snmeed freak to acquire more
than a bare minimum o? any skills, criminal or otherwise,

Nbesity continues to be the condition for which the largest amounts of
Tegitimately obtained amphetamines are most casually and freouently prescribed,
but despite enthusiastic early renorts as to these druas' efficacy in
dietary regimens, exnert medical oninion is gradually recoanizina that
obestty, far from befng & semi-humorous or cosmetic difficulty, 1s in fact
a: complex, «long-term -problem invelving eriticat psycholoatcal and-soctal
determinants. Mo one really knows its causes. It is defined as a state

tn which fat accumulates because food intake {in terms of caloric content)
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