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Mr. Chairman and members of the Subcomittee, my name is Domald
R. Jasinski. 1 am a physician who 15 a Commissioned Officer in the
United States Public Health Service. [ hold the position of Chief,
Clinical Pharmacology Section, of the National Institute on Drug Abuse
Addiction Research Center, Lexington, Kentucky.

For over forty years, the Addiction Research Center has conducted
stydies in volunteer prisoner addicts to assess the abuse potential of
psychoactive drugs proposed for introduction into therapeutics. Such
studies with narcotic analgesics have proven to be a valid means of
protecting the public health. In the Tast six years, the comparative
'pharmacology of stimulant drugs has been studied in order to assess
the abuse potential of these drugs relative to dextroamphetamine and
to provide a basis for scheduling decisions under the Comprehensive
Drug Abuse Prevention and Control Act of 1970.

The principal underlying assessment for abuse potential is thé
identification of a prototypic drug which has been abused and is judged
to be a danger to the public health, A1l drugs having a similar mode
of action and sharing the same profile of pharmacologic effects are
viewed as having a potential for abuse.

Amphetamine, the prototypic drug for anti-obesity agents, produces
characteristic and reproducible alterations in mood, feeling states and

perception in our addict population. Volunteers can distirguish these




