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There are indicaticns that the amphetanlne abuse problem hag
changed direction and is now worsening. .This paper analyzes the
amphetamine abuse trends in terms of the nature of abuse and the

' sources of the abused drugs,

An examination ef DAINT data on a quarterly basis for the three
year period ending in June 1976, indicates that a trend of diminishing
acphetanine mentions from a reak early in 1974, gearted to revérse
itself during the last six quarters with a 23% iné%hase in DAWY mentions
during the past year. The emergency rocm data and the erisis center

'_,'"
data did reflect the reversal of the downward trenmd (Fiz. 1).=*
The major reasons given for seeking help in emergency roomMs are
gshevm {n Figura 2, The nuzber of nentions due to overdoses and chronic

effects of amphetamine have beon comstantly risine since the thicd

quarter oI 1973,

*ledical exaniner data accounted for only abgut one and onethird rercent
of DARY amphetamine mentions. They were tao sparce and teo variable
over tiue to assess trends in amphetamine related deaths,




