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even convulsions — the Iaiter being more prominent alter large
doses given intravenousiy, tae common iccanique used by “street
addicts.” Abuse of this class of substances arises itom and is pers
petuated solely by the psychic drives to atiain maximum euphoria.
Physicai dependence does not develop. Qualitatively, these psycho-
logic eilccts are similar to those pio""cnc. DY cocaine. Iiowevcer,
cocaine is a much more dangerous agent, and quaniiiative com-
parison would not be valid. In contrast to tae amphetamines, €o-
caine is capable of inducing severe cytotoxic effects in nearly all
tissues, including the brain.

A charncteristic feature of the amimhcinmines is their capacity

o progiice (0. CTameC: SHTETCOpCILY 5 possesselu oy oily. a few

(‘\% stimuiants. Altiouzh tolerance cevelops slowly, progressive

increments in dosage pcrm:t Ineestion. ol cmounts hunareds of
times oreater than the ovizinal therapewutic dose, The daily inges-

tion of 1700 mg of amphetamine has becix reported. Tor iastance,
progressive increase in dosage. .over Imany .weeks permits :the
monkey to tolerate ten to twenty times the average lethal convui-
sive dose. It would appear that all the components of the brain do
not become tolerant at the same rate. Thus, a user wii experience
increased nervousness and insomnia as the dose is increased. inges-
tion of verylarge’ quantities ‘may induce ‘profound behavioral
chanoes, olten of a psychotoxic nature, including hailucinations
and delusions. T he latter effecis.are . much more likely to. occur
following intravenous injection. Indeed, “addicts” take ampaeta-
mine by this route for the purpose of obtaining bizarre. mental
elfects often associated with sexual fantasies, even orgasm. -
'Another’ characteristic feature: of the a'np‘ma,mncs s that
the cardiovascular system becomes tolerant to large Goses rather
rapidly so-that the heart'rate and.blood pressure arce not signii-
cantly increased in those wio abuse amphetamines caronically.. .
. .Although amphetamines do not induce physical dependence as
1easured by ‘the criterion of a-characteristic and reproducibie
abstinence. syndrome, it would be inaccurate to say that with-
drawal of large doses is symptomless. The sudden removal of a
stimulan: drug which i:as masked chronic fatigue and the need for
sleep permits. these to appear in-an exaggerated fashion: The
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