COMPETITIVE PROBLEMS IN THE DRUG INDUSTRY 15095
Use, Misuse and Abuse of Amphetamine-Type Drugs 1o

withdrawal seriod is characteristicaliy w iimc ol depressics, 00w
psychic and physical, anG this Gepression probad.y teiniorcss e
arive to coninue wie drug. mowever, the wididrawal ol ampacia-
mine Is not comparavic o tie wimdrawai ol morphing, barviiu- )
raies, alconol and other substances wiiich create physical c,c,)c**-
dence. It is never lile-ihreaiening and recuires psycho.ogic raii
than supportive medicai terady.

Discussion of the last use o tac list — the abuse of die ¢r ug
cbtained most often throuzh illicit channels to incduce haliucina-
tory experiences — being the major subject of this boox wili b2
Orielsince it wiii be covered extensive x‘v' in other cnuptcrb. irom 4
social viewpoint it falis into an entirely different category than
other situations which we have descrived. Although chronic am-
nuctamine poisoning may be associated with harm to the indi-
vicual, rarely does the amzhetamine dependent individua: repre-

ent a social menace. Lven more rarvely could the spree abuse of
amphetamines Dy the street acdicis De iraced to prior meGici
use or misuse by the poysician. Such abuse could couceivably,
however, {in¢ it origin in z;nj,' situation wilch involves tae iiiicit
supply o) these drugs waeiher this be middle age women wio
learned to abuse the drug In a phony obesity clinic, a truck
driver, or even a student.

In closing, it should be pointed out that the amphctar::-ine
probiem is only one facet of 2 much larger drug abuse probiem
Walci probady invoiv..s & ienst 5 per cent of the adult population
of the United 3S:ates. Tae same [actors, emotional hmmaturity
becoming manilest more comnionly in unfavorabie environmentiai
circumstances and precipitated by stressful situations, arc commnion
to ali types oi drug abuse and reguire the same type of ireatment.
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1. Educate and recqucate those wio have legal access to these
carugs, i.e., physicians, denists, veterinarians, nursas ana th
pharmacists who fill prescriptions, to the hazards of ioose and
ilegal prescribing, dispensing and Landiing of these drugs.

2. Zducate the public to the medical hazates of drugabusc ana
the characteristics of each type oi drug abuse tarough the news




