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The National Clearinghouse for Drug Abuse Iniormation
operates as a central snurce for the coffection and dis-
semination of drug abuse information within the Fed-
eral Coverament and sarves as a coordinating infarma-
tion agency for groups throughout the country working
in drug abuse programs. Since its establishment in 1970,
the Clearinghouse has developed an information dis-
semination service; a publications development program;
computer files of resource and program iniormation;
and a pationaf network of focal drug abuse information
centers. These activities are designed (o provide current
factual drug abuse information to the public on request.
inquiries should be directed ta the Naiional Clearing-
house for Drug Abuse Information, P.O. Box 1908, Rock-
ville, Maryland 20850,
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Amphetamine is part of a chemical “lamily’” which
includes methamphetamine, dextroampheiamine, and
other drugs. 15 best known major effects include 1he
dilation of the hranchial passages, appetite depression,
lhe relicf of {atigue, and the siimulation of the cenlral
nervous system (CNS). Some of the undesirable sicle
effects at high dose Jevels include insomnia, stomach
disorders, cardiac arthythmia, and, more rarely,
paranoid psychosis.

Amphetamine was first synthesized in 1887 ; the
first significant investigation inta its pharmacolopy. or
therapeutic possihilities, was performed in 1927 At
that time, Gotdon Alles, a California phanmagologist,
pregared a number of phenylaliylamine compounds in
an effort to find a synihetic substitute for ephoedrine, a
drug derived {rom vazious planis and used ior lreating
asthma. Ables’ research led to his receipt of the patent
for the drug in 1932, In exchangpe {or royalties on sales,
he assigned the patent to $mith, Kiine, and Freech
Laborataries which used the drug in the Benzednne®
inhaler to aid in dilating the bronchial passages.

Most of the other major effects of the drug were
discovered during the 1930, In 1937, amphetamine
became available as a prescriplion tabiet. # was used 1o
treat parcolepsy—a disease producing an uncontrollahle
urge to sleep—aud, paradoxically, to alleviate the
hypetactive syndiome of children. As clinical use
continued, amphetamine’s cifects as an appeute
suppressant and 2 stimulant became knowr.
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