COMPETITIVE PROBLEMS

becames unrealtically suspicions,

3 Cxhaustion wyradrome, an intense ioclimg of fatiguse
and need Lo sheop oilowamyg the stimalanon phase.

4. Prolonued dejpressinn,

3. Profonped hattueinoss, in which the individual
coniiinues o halfucrate afler he drug has bheen
metabolized,

The Amphetamine Withdrawal Syndrome

For many years the moedical consensus was that
amphetamines were not adidiching becawse of the
sepposed absence ot s withdeswal sydroanes, Part of
the diffculty Loy in cdisagrerment aver the defindion
o addiction, bul a greater pat weas the lilure 10
recopnize he withedrawal syndrome becavee of sis
daalitative ditterence o the nareatic or genenal
depressant sithelbnd synedromwe. The amphetamine
withdrawal svodromn is characterized by apathy,
degreased activity, and sfeep disturbances which can
Last for weeks or months, Another withdrawal sice was
soted by Oswald and Thacore (1961 Toilowing aiwupt
withdrawal o1 Large sloses of amphetamines, anincrease
1 the perernlage of e eyesmovemenl sleep (REM)
oceurced. REM reivmed to normal when amphelamine
wos given, fiot mcreased agan when amphi-tamine
wad withheld, This phenomenon provides additional
v denee 1ar the esestenee of physical dependence.
senee shicidos have o corred during amphietamine
wathddrawal, dovtors hove been adyviseed 1o being aboul

wilhdrawal slowehon s controlled enviconmenl,

1egal Status

Since s emwergence inan over-the-counter inkater in
Hre B, amphictuainge has iven placed wnder closely
denned contiols. The Camprehensive Drax Abuse
Provention and Conrrol Act of 1970 pstablished live
schedules, or lists, of controlled substances, ranging
civwnward in their potential for abuse. Amphetamines
wee first placed in Schedule 5. but on lulv 7, 1971,
were ouned 1o Schedule I Actording to the Act, this
schwedule is designed Tor chups which have 2 high
potential for abuse; which have ¥ carrently accopled
medical use in treatment in the Uniterl Statec or 4
currently accepled medical use with seyere restaclions:
or which mav lead to severe paychological or physicat
dependence. Other drugs in Schodole 1 mclude certaim
opiates, methadone, methamphetamine, amd cocaine.

The Act also gives the Attoomey General authority
ta rczuinte “the registration and control of the
nwarufacture, disinbution, and dispensing of controlled
substances.” Specilically, every manulaclurer,
dustribulor, or dispenser af amphelamines musi regisler
annually with the Attormey Geaoeral. “Dispensers”
include scientists w ho are conducting research, as
wall as doctors and pharmacists, In additiun, cerlain
requirgments lor Libehing and packaguyg amphetamines
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-—zurh as securely scaling their containets- -are in effect.
A third significant control is that the Atlorney General
deternunes anmmsal production quotas for eertain
cantrolled substances, 1t had been estimated that hefore
qualas, some 8 billion deses of amphetamines harl beee
mranufactiured aneally in the United States During
1972, privluction quotas wera established, reducing
production approximalely i} percent below 1977 levels,

A problom now bemng cansidered in most of the
capitals of the free waorkd is wheiber the benenis derived
from ampthetaines otubweigh their toxicity, (Ui the
comnses of the wortd sciendiliv literatare that e
annpHietariees are of very finfe hoouoin to maekind.
Fhey are, Iinvever, gquite losic,

~—peafury 11, Lorniteths 411

.

The question of whother or not armphetaimines are
addictive or habituating is a matter of semantics,
Hahituaf ysers dovelop a marked popchological
tlopendence on the doue and evidepee dedinite
withdranwval seoptoms, including tonseness, anxiely,
treonor and nervousoess, which may he of sucl degree as
e fcapracitate the wser curing fis period of withdraal

S-hafwand B Blomarnpniat 956
.

It is generafly felt that the hehajor of heavy
amphetaming users is consistent wilh the stercaiype of
the “deyne ficodh,” Lo alf evidence, amphetamines Jend
tay set upy comditions in which violont behavier is more.
likody to occur than would he the caws had an fndividus!
nob used 1. Suspivionsness and hvperactivity niay
combioe o induce poecipitous and ormvarranted
assaultive hehavior.,

— i C Kioaer p a7}
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