COMPETITIVE

Dealing vwith one another in mulliple
it emtemises, they maintain close
s pratected ly power of immcnse
woalth, their only dovally ta them-
selves, therr only commitment te
what they regand as venlure capital
isrn. Penctrotion an this caste without
a country las hieretoiore presenieed
dimost insurmouniable difficuliies,
On Chrsimas tve, 1952, federal
Merculics agents arresded a0 Danish
seamary, Jotus Thanmsen, i Brooklyn,
Now Yorko in possession of 14
prunds o1 Asian hesoin, ocamoent-
o inlomaion by [ITA roginngl
etce it Sew York revealed that as
swich as 3 Bstsand pounds of A<ian
herain bad bheen sinugaled ing New
York Civ by indensendent seamen
during 1he pertsd 19711972, In Sop-
hember 1973 the Special Assistant for
Conspiracy Oneations called for an
e Lase eviess of Far Fastern
Tatfickers. | owas then serving as
Group Supuervisor of the Repional
Conspiracy Group in New Yok,
Hure, o sammary, w the still frag-
meniary squation as we reported it
at that timg:
® Purchase or seizure by DEA of 3.5
pounds of Asian horgin from Chi-
nese violztore- 21 percent of the
latal amount secovered irom e
regiony i {urt
Seizure by the Burcau of Customs
ul anuibier 40 pounds of Asian
heroin bound jor New York Cily.
Seirures in Holland and Canada of
53 pounds of Asian bernin hound
tor New York City,
* Deliverios over an 18-manih pe-
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riod of 700 pounds of Asian heroin
o an Ialian violator,

DEA undercover negatiations with
A Culsan af Chinese extraciion for
aninthial shipment of 15 @ 20
pouds ol Asian heroin with e
utar shipments in 100-puund fots
trr Aollow,

The report concluded

Southeast  Asian traffickers  are
completely ignorant of federal con-
spiracy laws; they feel they cannat
he arresteddt unless they participate
dircctly jn the sale o an enforce-
meal officer, 1t shoufd be noted,
henvover, that to date it Bas been un-
usual to pet a Far Lastern dedendant
to teslify in court,

In Janvary 1974, Central Tactical
Unit 3 was formed under the Special
Assistant for Conspiracy Operations
lo direet an Administration-wice
search for demnnstrable evidence. |
was assigned (0 DEA Huadquarters
ta head the unit, which included
Group Supervisor Thomas O Gracly
and Special Agent David Samuc!,
and tater Special Agent Matthow
Maker, We began slowly 1o plot the
pattern of known events. B owas al
this point that the tenuous ties of
unrelated intelligence began to ac-
fuire the strength of an ioestricabshe
weh of evidence that would reach
around the world. Inta this not were
drawn a number of the mosl notori-
ous Chirese taffickers who  had
been operating for years beyond the
reach of the law. How to get a Far
Eastern traflicker to testily in coun
turned oul to be less difficelt than

had been fureseen. Such is 1he peck-
ing order of prison life that aiter a
year or dwo they were muno than
witling to implicale the othesvise e
vulnerabie violators at the 1op of the
arganizations directng botly sopplv
i Southeas) Asia and distribulion
Newih Anserica.

The intlictments drawn up uneor
the direction of Paul |, Corran, US.
Alioroey ior the Sonthern District of
New York, and David ¢, Trager, Uiy,
Attorney of the Casiern Didriet of
New York, allege that about 250
pounds of herain and a0 hundied
pounds of opium were smoreeled in-
to North America and distribuoted in
New York, Chicago, San Francis 0,
Toronio, Montreal, and Vancouver
Irom 1970 to 1972

Abuut ance-third of the detendants
are fareign nalionals, most of 1hem
Chinese traffickers wha are respon-
sible for directing the miovement of
hundreds of pounds of heroin inte
the United States in recent years.
These suppliers and financiers have
previously been insulated from po-
lice action and prosecution in Ihe
sanctuaries they operate in Southeast
Asia. The primvary purpose of CENTAL
3 was to find a way to bring them 10
justice. The mdichsents alitained in
New York are the Tirst in a series of
rareflully planned steps to achiove
this end. Extradition or prosecution
in their own countries of nationality
is the next necessary step. Public ex-
pusure atteading the outcome of
CENTAC 3 should belp to achieve
this.
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