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A noieworthy trend s ragricdly de-
veloping on the Luropean drug
scene, The proviously drug-fiee capsi-
tal cities are quickh hecoming hubs
of activity for groups of “elhnic”
Chinese engaged in the traflic of
heroin smuppled from Flong Kung
and other peincipal cities in the Far
faa  Chinese crimal clepemis ol
Araslerdam, Brosels and London,
once conient fo reap proiits rom
their prostitution wul vambling in-
lerests, have vow JSwred their elorts
to the marketre amid distribuntinn of
Asian heroin twoughout Western
Europe.

In March 1972 LS and Nether-
Lind. parcotive otiials made the
lirsl successin! penctration of this
!raff\(, fllt!“l‘l.lnqlll.n;: e the seisue ol
more than (ive powrls of white
Astan berotn in Amsterdam. Inclirded
in the list of defendanis was the
owner of & Chinese restaurani in
Bredha,

One of the earliest cases invaiving
this rafiic uccurred o London cur-
ing June 1972 when MM, Customs
Sunvice searched the bedsalis ot lwo
Chirece residents of Hong hong
upon their antival at Heathrow Aar-
part, Thoe swarch  weavered 16
pounds of No. 3 heran,

in early 1973 US. and turopean
narcotics officials identified Amster-
dam as the main distribution point
for Asian heroin in Western Europe.
As a resull of a case initiated in Now
York, DEA identified an extremely
acuve group of Chinese trafiickors
who were operating in The Havue,
Rolterdam, and Amsterdam. 1o Muarch
two DEA agens waveled w Nethes-
lands and conducted an investigahon
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ol mghtb members of the nrzanization.
1owas leamned 1that the Teader was
planning o soll 3 pounds of brown
No. 3 heroin. Upon delivery three de-
iendants were arrested in Amsterdam
by Dutch authorities. Since Rether-
lands law does not recognize the act
of conspiracy, the remaining  de-
fendants cowld nat be charged. Dor-
ing their investigalions the apents
learned that the group was seching
tor patablish o tink for Adian herain
distithutors connecting Hong Kong,
Eurepre, and 1he Uinited States,

Adter the succeessiul penelration of
the Amderdam group, DEA and for-
cign aulboritics recognized that the
tralt:c pattern had been shifiing {rom
Paris o Brussels, then back to Am-
storddam like a fast-moving shadow.
In mic)-1973 Chinese groups were
dispatching the majority of their
couriess fron the Far East via com-
moeecial aircrait. At 2 time when a
lairty gortain pattern and trend was
identified, the shadow shilted o
Hambury where, on Augusl 14, 1973,
German customs officials and  the
Hamburg police seized 11 pounds of
Na. 3 heroin from a Chinese seaman
whe had cencealed a part of the
load on his person and the rest of it
in his cabin.

During the fall of 1973 DEA, in
coneert with police and cusloms -
vials in France, Cermany, Belgium,
and Netherlands, continged 1o put
forth concentrated efionts to hreak
the tinks which were then canaect-
ing the Chinese tafiic between The
Chient and FEurope. On Augusl 30,
1973, a routme cheek of o Chinese
resident of Singapore un his arenval
at Kastrup Airporl in Copenhagen re-
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sulied in the seirure of seven pogagds
ol Nz, 3 herain, Inan etforg o avoid
suspicion doring his travels, he had
ilowen from Sinpgapare via Moscow 1o
Copenhagen, After a second seizuse
in Coponhagen in December 1973,
the groups sent theic couriers on
thedr previows  (ravel patterny droni
Hong Kong vig Maris (o Amsterdamn,

On January 21, 1974, 5 seizure of
heroin of Asiam ongin in Eerope was
made at Chily Aanpuend, Taris Doy
routate inspeclion of a Chinmese lias
elere sitvase, o laree number ol
casphor balls woere uncoveree, ovi-
duently ioinhibit a detecton dows bl
ity by locate the soven pounds of No
3 beroin which had bren socreied
ihe suilcase's lising. Two couriers
were arrested. One of twm had pre-
viously  visded  Norway, Depmaik,
and Amsterdam, the pivalal point of
this trafiic.

Since July W72 European puolice
and custooms pincials have arrestod
62 Chinese trathckers and scized o
st o1 174 pounds of Aslan heroin,

In a dew years heroin addiclion
has increasod in the principal cities
ot Netherlancds, France, Germony,
andd by, As New York hos histori-
cHly been the primary didribetion
centes (o heroin here, Aasterdam
has becomae the focal point for this
trafiic which thus far has heen ade-
quatehy comtatned within Eurepe 1n
the coming months DEA and loreign
counterpart officials witl continue 1o
apply resources to strike at this frattiv
ar conlain it &t a bovel where it hopee-
fully will pot be 2bie 1o spread io-
wards North America.
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