15196 COMPETITIVE PROBLEMS IN THE DRUG INDUSTRY

Tijuanat, Mesico—Mesican Foederal
Pofice supported by army troops 1l
an end (o an unusiad Rareotics con-
spiracy it the predawn howrs of Oc-
tber 17 when they stormed the La
Mesa Stale Pemilentian.

Inside the bars, 1hey arrested three
prisoners now well known 1o Lhe
press—idelen Caldeion Herman-leg,
her hushang Reberto, and his brath-
of juan,

I the quariers of Arw. Hernandoez,
the authorilivs seised SHLGIHY N LS.
currency and about 310,000 worll

Haberto andd Helen Heramlez
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Trafficking Behind Bars...

ol jewelny. They alse found rocords
wevealing that the ong, operating
far almost four years wilhin prison,
had Beon grossing about %3 nmillion
& month on the movement of hers
vin, cocame, marheana, ampheia-

mines aned other drugs into the
United States.
The records documontod the exisl-

ence of a nelwork of diug irallickers
extending from cocaine producers in
South Amwerica 10 narcotics deabers
in Canada. They (urther confirmel
connections with the Tiench Corsi-
can group in Sowh Amenica, headed
Iw the now imprisoned  Augesie
Ricord, which moved tans af Fremch
fwrein into the United Stales in the
FO060s,

About a month after the raid on
the La Moesa State Penitonliary. Moex-
ican  authorities  arrested  Palricia
[velyn Torres de Hernander, wile
of luan, in a Tijuana moedel as she
was delivering a kilo i herain o a
LS. customer. In her possession
wore found  other family  geconds
documenting extensive real estate
huldings and a balance in Hermandes
avcewts of about $20 millicn in
casly,

The Flernande: ring is no siranger
to the Drog Enforcemienl Adoinis-
tralisen 01 Moesican autharities, Tor
more Ihan o decade 3 has boeen LUwe
Lt ol siale and local, as well as
iedeial, agencics in Southern Cah-
fomg, in 19068, Mres, Hernandes, her
hushanil Robornta, his brother luan,
amd 8 others were indictedd i
San Liego aiter the seizure by San

Yl £ usloms ofticials o womillion-
calar shipmest of herobs and <o
caine. A numher ol those charged
pleaded puilty. Bt the Viemandeses
fledd 1o Aexivo. They nover stood iad
i e Uniled $taes,

In BIFL, the Heemanedes tnio and
vy olrers were areesisgd witer in-
vestisators traced a 10=poumd

..
moent of heroin W therr hatlsicdie osantae
iy Dijuana, Mesican pobice said they
o i it am aesenal b iffesad
weapens, $25 00 cash, 2 uneoshi-
o money onders, and g hoioin b
ortory stocked wally S24 mithon
warth of pore heein, Cotvg tend on
areelics churges in Mevican Coud
they have heen serving 11-yea sen-
W es evnr sinde.

Th latest and, it is hoped, the Last
chagter of the long Henmndesz case
histaory kas been in preparation for
months a1t the DEA Rogional Oifice
m Lis Anpvles. On i basis ol
for-reacling intelligence as well as
foval umderrover bays, DLA agents
pieced together o detated piciure of
tanshorder 1naieking  direeted by
the Tlernandeses within the sy
sl beary of then prison ool The
l'\.'ilil.'n[:l‘ Wl ".“"(‘(l el o KJI'I".}[]
Hesrora Bsponda, specie! assislant 1o
Atlorney General Pedrs
Ojetha-Paullada, Achng o orders
fromy the tap, Esponda permaenently
sealed oo the peatentiane froom other
lafpchers a L, Bul the case is g
over vel. Beverheralions nom i will
i hearg for months o come. .
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