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to say does not rest on any information obtained as a U.N.
staff member, nor does it reflect the official views of
the United Nations.

There afe two sets of probiems besetting Latin Amer-
ica with respect to pharmaceutical products. The first
affects the urban middle and upper classes for the most
part, and it is a problem of excessive consumptlon of
pharmaceutlcal products under unnecessarlly hazardous con-
ditions. Those who can afford it may buy almost any non-
narcotic drug without preséription (despite a statement on
the label which says that.the drug is for sale by pre-
scription only), and the labelling and advertising of such
products, generally speaking, carry fewer warnings and
claim more extensive healing powers than is permitted for
the same product in the United States or Western Europe.
Examples of such labelling'and advertising are given in my
 book, as well as in the works of Drs. Silverman and Lee.
The second and more serious problem is that of the
‘ low-income majority of Latin Americans who, for the most
part, do nof consume pharmaceuticals in great quantity be-
cause those products which are available are too expensive
and/or unsuited to their needs. 72% of Brazilians, for
example, die befdre the age of 50; 10% of them die before
-their first birthday. Communicable and endemic diseases
aggravated by malnutrition are the main causes of such

deaths. What Brazil, 1ike most'dther'countriés of Latin




