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al drug firms from the United States have admitted to
giving bribes to officials of foreign governments. None
of the countries have been identified. I was able to
obtain eyidehce on bribery in Latin America only in the
case of one firm—-a Swiss company which had a list of 135
Brazilian regulatory officials to whom it gave small
"donations";-but everyone knows that bribery is a fre-
quent occurrence. The transnationals say they have to
engage in it in order to survive. As individual compan-
ies they probably do. The point is that they are able to
: unlte and flex their muscles when their common interests
are seriously threatened. Despite the fact that they
dominate the drug industry in many countries, the multi-
nationals have done little to change the regulatory
status quo. One can only conclude that it suits their
purposes just as if is._

Where does United States foreign policy come 1nto
all of this? First of all, despite some recent changes
in legislation, our government offers substantiél encour-
agement to foreign investment by transnafional firms
headquartered in this country through tax incentives,
guarantees, loans and the services of our commercial
representatives abroad. Drug companies have taken spe-
cial advantage of these incentives as several examples in
my book illustrate. l

In a broader way, however, U.S. foreign policy sup=-




