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‘ ChlorampﬂmicOI is an antibiotic which is well kﬁpwn to this ,Committee‘
because of the Co;mm_ittee hearings on the subject in 1967 and 1968, and the
subsequent hearingq on antibiotics, particﬁlarly in 1972,

Chloramphenicol marketed in the United States since 1949, is unquestionably
a potent antibiotic., - But b'gcause its use may result in serious adverse effects,
including fatal blood dyscrasias (aplasti(y:v anemia, t‘h;ombocytop’e'niba and gr;l.nulo- ‘
cytopenia’) it must not be used wher less dangerous d;'ugs_ wiil be ekffécti,ve.

In the United States the Food and Drug'Admini;traﬁion (FDA) limits approval
of the conditions for which it.m“ay be promoted by manufacturers to infections caused
by Salmorella typhi sensitive to chloramphenicol, and ?he following serious
infections caused by susceptible str#ns:

-~ Salmonella species;

- Hefnophil'us Influenzae, specifically meningococcal mféctiona;

-—- Ricke‘ttsia stfai.ns; »

-~ lymphgranuloma-psittacosis group;

~- Various gram n’egatiw)é bacterié ‘causing Bacfererﬁia., niéhinﬁitis or

other serious Qram negative infections; and

-- Other susceptible organisms that have been demonstrated to be

resistant to #11 other appropriate antiiniérobial agents,

In spite of these clear indications and the fact that‘ chlor;mphenicol can’ '
be dispensedbin the Unifed States only oﬁ-a physicia_n’s'prescription, there is ‘atill‘v
~slgniﬁcaht misuse and overu#e. In a recent study in Tennessee, for exaﬁplé, it

was found that half the chlofamphenicoi prescriptions for Medicaid patients were
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