‘C\QMPETITIVE PROBLEMS IN. THE 'DRUG INDUSTRY : 15439 -
‘ én imxh_ediate thrqai in ’the United States-or Great Britain the pr-oblém ia g b
potentially serious on ,a;:worldwlde basgis. In diecuaia"mg the problem", Andersbn
and Smith observed:
‘The ultimate appearance of epidemic strains of S.’typhi
carrying R factors coding for chloramphenicd resistance is
most likely in countries where two conditions are satisfied. Thef
first is that typ_ﬂoid fever must be _commbn, so that the orga,r;ismf‘ :
is frequently preuent in the human iint;.&stvima. The second céndiytiéh
is that chloramphenicol should be used indiscriminately, so |
that its widespread selective pressure will promote.the
emergence of stable R factors coding ;forv the respective resista}xce.
Both these conditions are satisfied in Mexico: - it is a country wi;th
a relatively high in,cidience of typhoid (ever;'and not §n1y is
chloramphenicol used on a large scale by docfors’but it can be !
bought by the general public. fIZ) L ey
Why do I dwell on this problem at such lengt}; and ignore the other
problems that may arise in Lafin America because of. the prom_otion of pre,ncr%p-
tion drués by multinational co;porations tha t Dr. Silverman h;s described? ‘
1do so, Mr, Chairman, because I_beilieve,;thé indiscriminate use of | ;
chloramphenicol in Latin America, specifically in.Me]:sico, is rélate& to the b
way this-drug is ggomoted and it is al,sol related to thekprkevalence of c}hloramj-y e 4

phenicol resistant enteric pathogens, such as Salmonella typhi.
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